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A true Account of ſome of the * 
cheif Opinions of the Quakers, *toge- 
ther with their Method and Mainer of” ' 
Reaſourng in the defence thereof, fanth- 
fully repreſented in a Dialogue berwter -2 
a Chriftian and a Qyaker. MBE Ant 


Cbriſtian.} TH EM met Neighbor, T ſhould = 
* ws # if : beglad to have ſome dif- 
uM M courſe with you, for Thear' - 
hk >| yon hold dangerous Errors. . 

| Quaker Theſe are lies and 

w_ ſlanders, T know no dangerars 

| | Errors owned amongſt us. * 
Chr. It is ſaid you deny the Authority of the Holy 

Scriptures as the Rule of Fairh, and prattife unto 

Chriſtians ; and that yon deny the Perſon of Zefus Chrift, 

and the ReſurreRtion of the Body; and that you maine' 

tain that the Light in every Man is ſufficient ro gajde "2 

unto Salvation, not onely ſuch as are without the writ-",.,.; 

renLaw and Gofpel but as well fuch as have , and Jr 
that Perfeftionis atrainable in this lite, ot 
"* Qua. This is falſe, We deny not the Scriptures, narthe 

Perfon of Chriſt, nor the Reſurrection of the dead, burn” 

. deed t 15 tyme, We do affirm the light in every man #8 (1p<" 
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© 3 ADfaloguebetween | 
- Picien (if heeded) to guide unto Salvation, and likewiſe 
we bold PerfeQion, | 
” Chbr..] ſhouldbe glad if what thou ſaylt be true, That 
you deny not the $ criptwre,nor the Perſon of C brift,coe. 

Qu. Ir artery true, and it is mothing but Envy and 
Darkneſs that ſuggeſts the comtrary of us. 

. Chr. We will reter the debate. of thoſe Points till 
afterwards, but foraſmuch as chov doſt affirm the Kgbe 
in every 1994, tO be ſufficient, - if obeyed, to bringto 
Salvation ; ' Lerus (if you pleaſe) ſpeaka little to that, 
for I amnot ſatigfied in the truth of it. 

as. Doft thou indeed want information in this matter, 
07 18 it onely to cavil ? 

Chr. / Truly not tocavil, but that I may-underſtand 
the cruth , for if this opinion of thine can be demon- 
ſrared ro be, what thou ſayeſt it is, I ſhall be very 
ready and willing to ſubſcribe to it. | 

Qu. 7 doubt not in the leaſt of it, but do and ſhall ſtand 
by it as 4 certain truth. 

Chr. That our time then may be improved to ad- 
vantage in the diſquifition of this Point, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to examine it in Parts, There arethree things 
1n it. 

."1, An end, ( tz.) Salvation. .2- The way and 
means of attaining this end ; Obedience to the /zghe 
within. 3. Who ſhall attain this end, He or They that 

. obey this /ight within, , 

I would deſire to know .( 1) What this Salvation is? 
and (2) What this /zght is ? (3) Who this He or They 
arz, that do obey this /;ght, and in obeying, attain 
Salvation ? 

. Qu. T hou runneft into many Words and carnal diſtinftie 
ons, and won'dſt have thy fleſhly wiſdom ſatufied, but 1 
tell thee that Duſt is the Serpents Food, ; 

COTE; Chr. 


Chy, 1 intreat thee be*not angry, bur ive i xe (if 
thou canſt) a dire and pertinent anſwer'ro theſe © 
queſtions, what can'bg/of nearer concernment toevery 
Man, then to underſtand aright what his ucrmoſbandla 
end is; and what is the beſt way and means'conduting” 
thereunto : Be free cherefore; and let me know whi 


this Salvation is ? os 
Qu. It « God, when Wye ſay it will bring to Salvation, 
we intend it will bring to God. 


Chr, Very well. In the next place; Pray tell me, 
what this light within is ? * 


Qu. It x the Light of God. It is a Merſure of Chyft. b 


Tt is of the Divine Eſſence , yea, it '1s the Divine 
Eſſence. | 


Sometimes you ſay it is Chriſt ; another tame itis one 


a Meaſure of Chriſt : One while ic is the Divine Bf: - p 


ſence, and anon it is onely of the Divine Eſſence; This 
is a very uncertain ſound. But if thou ſayeſt, chat this 
Light inevery Manis Chriſtand God. I de notonely 


deny it, but charge it with Blaſphemy. God knoweth A 


all chings , ſo dorh not the light inthee. God cannot 
deceive, nor be deceived ; bur thou mayeſt both de- 


Chr. You expreſs your ſelves with great variety. 4 


ceive, and be deceived, notwithſtanding thy moſt di> _ v3 


ligent attendance to the light in thee: Yea, that which 
thou calls the light in thee, hath in many things miſ- % 
puided thee, &c. "2M 
Qu. Who of us ever ſaid, the light within every Man 
8: Goa ? 
Chr. George wWhitchead in his Diſcourſe upon this 
| point, urged that Texr, John x. 4. 1» him waslife, © 
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- and the life Was the light of Men. If the life (faid he): 3 
be the Divine Eſſence, the light mut be ſo alſo, for, 3 
ſuch as the canfe is, ſuch the effet maſt be, From this” 3 

IF A 3 kind. > 


if . Zi "A SAO TT - 

# ind of reaſoning, we may conclude not onely- the 
=: Lght within, but every Creatare, both Beaſts and Trees 
are God. Theſe beingeffeRs of infinite Wiſdom and 
Power. Doſt chou not tremble at chis conſequence ? 

Qs. Bnt, George Whitehead did explain himfelf, 
aud told thee, that the immediate effett muſt be ſuch as 
the canſe 15. - | 

Chr, Then it ſeems George Whitehead 15 not ſo.in- 
fallible, but he muſt make uſe of AZdeamngs to help bim- 
ſelf at a dead lift, though this will nor do ic. For, if 
this be true, then the Natural light, the Firmament, 
the' Sz», the Earth, and the Waters mult be God. 
Being the jnimediate <ff:ts of an. Almighty creat- 
ing word, Gez. 1; 3,6, 9, 14.. But is not this blaf- 
" pnemy? | 

Again, G. W. affirmed , The light within muſt 
be God, becauſe ((aid he) rodeny it ſoto be, ws to deny 
the Onmnipreſence of God: Then 1t ſeems that the light 
within , and the Omnipreſence of God 1s one and the 
ſime.thing with him. Is this your Champion ? may 
we not conclude the Body of Afan, as well as the /ight 
within bir, 'to be God, by this reaſon? Further, to 
give George his due, he offered one reaſon more why 
1E mult needs be ſo. That the /ight withinis God, which 
was this. 

T he D:Sine life (faith he) # immutable. T o ſay then 
the light within 15 not God, 15 to ſay God @ mutable, There- 
fore concludes, 1+ z5 blaſphemy to deny the light Within 
zo be God.. 

If G. w. were not more then ordinarily infatua- 
red in his nnderſtanding. He could never imagine that 
this Argument doth conclude the Point in queſtion : 
For though it be granted, thac God is an Infinite, Im» 
mutable and perſet Bezng. Will it therefore ow, 

thar 


" that every thing he creates 'and communicatis A 
own Being.” What Man buta  Q»ekey woutd: dareto > 
—— this?” Pint £.. 

. ' Art thou ſure thou diſt not miſtake George © 
Whitehead? :. s p per = bf 
Chr. Iam ſure theſe were his very words. Not is 7 
be {ingular herein, T here 'is a Pamphiler: fately pub... 
liſhed by Robert YYeſt a Quaker , Intituled; Damna- * 
ble Rereſie” diſcovered, Whetein he arraignes and © 
condemnes ( as guilty. of Damnable Herefit) viz. 2: 
The denying to worſhip the meaſure of light in every man. 
Many: Quakers chat read this particular -in+ that- Book, 

.condemn'd it, and cenſur'd the perfon thar aſſerted ir, 
whence conclude, that both -he and they believe the > 
light wichin iz God, Otherwiſe to worſhip it would 
be Idolatry, And becauſe Robert V Veſt would have © 

'usbelieve that herein he is not miſtaken, *He (.Qwa- | _ > 
hrnkike) tells us in that Book, \p."6. , The Spirit which 
od breathed int Adam, warnot withs ſpirit, but another, 
which he calls che Breath of diy #6ftrills,, T'be- Avointed 

Lird».quoring ({ though wretchedly profiningſ"and +: 
perverting) that Text, Lam. 4. 20,-anid cotidudrs 

This ' is:that tras light which lphteth eviry wan that - * 
comes wito the World,” Whit th more: rationally be 
inferr'd' from- hence ther-this; That the light mevery © 
An i Goxl.\ For ns much as'he affirms this /jeh# come + > 

(Municaredoanto Adam, was nt mely Gods Gift vo bim, © 

' bat alſo "the Fopntain whence, all that light roceede. 
Which is imparted or communicated to the creatufe* 

- But, Dar#{t: thou ſtand by thiv Aﬀertion?'' tt 

Qu. 7 ſee thoy catcheſt \at VVords. ' But "this 1'do 

J' -- fax" and” believt, that the "light in every man is 
Chriſt, (11 - MOPELD IO ES 
- Chr.18 this Chriſt within Ged- or 4 Greatant®- 
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then it t was faid before, If 

Nhen te is ho Hef, much lels demnable 
I are Idolaters , for-as much as 
worſhip a Creature ? Which of theſe rwo 


=. We all ſay the light within is Chritt, or 4 inea- 
hg foes Chr 

=p pra do you boggle ; wherefore do you 
ah rk platnt? whatitis. Whether Chrif, _ 
E ph ao Chriſt. 

=. . 'T.how art not to teach us what we ſhould ſay. 

Chr. Though you witl nor |be taughe = ro ſay, 
>=, Yet you ought co ſpeak honeſtly what iris you believe 
= -eoncerning this macxer, eſpecially it being your firſt and 
= _prand principle. 

Qu. We have ſpoke plain enough already : That it is 
Chriſt, or a Meaſure of Chriſt. 

. Chr. 4 perceive you think it is ſomething or other; 
Bur, whetherir is ſafeſt for you to ſay, It is Chriſt; or 
gs a Meaſure of Chrift, there you are ata loſs, be- 

chenſive of thoſe: inconyeniencies that may 

_ either Aſſertion, Which by the way, let metell 
thee, that thy light is yery'iimperfe&t, Foras much as 
it hath not yet inſtructed thee by what name to call i it, 
Whether Chrzft, or onely. a Micfntadh Gift of Chriſt. 
” if thou ſay it-is :Chriſt, I expe& proof; for to 

aſſert this ppon chy-qwn Auchority, __ nothingts 
me, ;; 
Qu. Deth not the Scrs wres ſay, Chriſt ii inyou, and 
that he' 45 the life and hgh of M, 19 7 you 

Che. 1 ſeethen (though you deny the Scriptures to .. . + 
be the Rule) yet ata pinch, youdo and muſt have re- 
Evarſe to them, Elle all the light you haye would fail, 
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ww the donclading conchuing chi poi mover; the 
TS db not thar Chriſt is map For, | 
were, then the Apoſtle did needleſly exhore the ID A 
Corinthians to. examine themſclyes , whether Chriſt ©-- 
was in retry there can be no reaſon we f 

our ſelves in this caſe , for (if your opinion 
as Chriſt is certainly in every mai Hf 
TIWs * AY 
To the other Text I grant , that eyery man is FO 
brzed, bach a light in chem, but chis doth nocprove 
at this Hee in- every man is Chrif, nor yet ſufficient 
(of ir er) ro guide to Salvation, - - | - 

. Wilt thou [ay that Chriſt is not apt , 

. Chriſt is ſufficient. But, I ſay, the | 
a_ Man is noe ſufficient to the end afor *1 
thou canſt prove that, let me hear it? - 

Qu. I will prove that it is the ſpecial gift of Gods © 7 
grave, and is ſufficient to heale, help, and cho them that 
take heed toit, and thus 1 prove it, If it ought toy - © 
obey'd, then it muſt be ſuſſicient, &Cc. 

Chr. This was the vtmoſt that Cy3/p (one of your 
Miniſtry) did fay for the proof hay Bur'l ap- 
peale to the /ight in thee whether this ber notan infuf- 

ent proof, 1 grant it ought to be obey'd, 'ſo oughr 
the lawfal commands of Magiſtrates, Parents, and Ma- 
ſters, yer-who will thence Eufert, char therefore 
are a ſufficient rule to Salyation,' If chenthouca 
3g any thing farther to eſtabliſh thy Aſfertion, 


£9 on 
| Qu. I think whet T have ſaid 
Chr. This was Criſps reply: hed whorder rd it 
>.et any man judge. If chou haſt any thing|' 


that is more cogent and convincing, terms bear 
It, | 
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-” — _: Qu.' Artthowrome to bear witneſt againſt the light of | 
-—  aiheworld? 

Chr. No; but Ido and muſt ( if true to the- light 
in me) bear witneſs agiinit thy abſurd, and erroneous 
ppiaton concerning: this light in every man, that- it is 
Coriſt, and ſufficient of it {elf to guide every. man to 
falvation, 

Qu. T hou bear witneſs | alas for thee, what u thy wit- 
#eſs Worth? 

Chr, Isthis reply argumentative, yea, is it-not' de- 
= ſigned to divert from the matter in. controverhie ? 
F Ifay again, ifthoucanſ evince the truth of 'thy po- 
fition, F am willing to hear thee, if thou canſt not 
be free and tell me. WF 

3 Qu. 7: there not ſomething «in thee that cheeky thee 
N Whenthou doſt amiſs, and alſo prompts thee to that which 
q 5 good; tis that of -God in thee, to which if thin .wonlaſt 
.be obedient, it would lead thee ont of thy queſtionings, and 
ont of the Evil intothe- Trath. (hd 

Chr. I acknowledge there is ſomething within thae 
checks for many evils, and excites to many, good 
things. And that I ought to ſhun thoſe evils, and to 
do that good. But what is all' clis co the queſtion; 
doth this prove the Light within to be Chyift, and ſut- 
ficient of it {elf to guide to Salvation ? 

Qu. If that which checks for evil; done, and provoke? 
to good bt not & ſufficient rale, What canbe ? | 

Chr, Though there be niaby fins which this Light 
reproves, yet there are ſome ins, it reproves not; 
and alſo many Daties it diſcovers not, conſequently no 
ſufficientrule, Did the Light in $4x/ reprove bim for 
perſecuting the Church ? doch! nor he himſelf confeſs, 
b that, be verily thought, he bught ro do-many. things 
4 apgiinſt the name,at F-/a: of Nazrreth , yea, a4 
I TI Chr: 


Chriſt ell bx Diſciples, that ſome wonld kill rbew, and > 

yet think they did God ſervice. - Bur how cov 1 they (o 

ghe Y think fo, ifche Light in them did reprove for ic > Did / 

ous | the Light in the Heathen Philoſ Eheck them for 

tis | multiplying their Deities, and for not. believing that - 

to | 7eſw is the Chriſt; or did it reprove.them for their 
manifold fuperſtitions ? or were chey by ic directed to 

't- | the right way of worſhipping the true God, I dey 

mand an inſtance amongſt the many.thouſands of man- 

e- | kind that have been convinced or reproved, for not be- 

>? | lieving Jeſus to bethe Chriſt, by the-meer Light with. 

D. in before any Light of. Revelation was brought unto 

dt them Rs 
And though 1 grant that the Light in thee may re- 

7 prove for thoſe fins, the common/Light.'ia all mankind 

h will not, becauſe thou haſt borrowed much Lightfrom 

F the Scriptures which all have not , yer 1 would ask thee 

d whether thy light doth reprove thee for thy underva- 
loing thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt, God Man, as a Perſon 
without thee, . And for accounting that blood which 

was ſpilt at 7er»ſalems, no more then of- an unholy or _# 

| common thing. And for caſting off the Inſtitutions - 3 
of Jeſus Chrilt , and*therein rejeRting his Authority” 5 

and Soveraignty over thee , if it do, then are you as © 

vile wretches as the Earth bears, becauſe you ſoopen- + 

ly and wilfully ſin againſt your light , bur if irdo not, 

then either theſe are no ſins, or thy light is an infuti- 


tg 


cient rule, Gary 
Qu. To (ay we wndervalue Teſus Chriſt, or caſt; off © 
hzs Inſtitutions, are lies and ſlanders, for We do acknow» \ 
| ledge Chriſt, and do obey the Commands of the living 
"*at1nd eternal word in 14. '; 33s 
Chr. Methinks you that pretend. to I»fallibi.5ty and 
Pecrfeftion, ſhould not be ſo laviſh with your congues, 
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-- [yo Jpeak ſo ymdriſedly. Is this 3 lic to 


the-Perſon of 7 - 
Kirutions?' Men that know you judge: *Tis 
xrue, you Fn, Fo you own Jeſus Chriſt, but then *tis 


with ſuch a mental,. and myſtical Reſeryation , which: 


+ indeed no other then (as one ſaich) a meer myſti. 
cal Romance. 1s there any other objeR of your 
Faich but the {ght within, But is this /ight within 
that very Savior and Mediator the Scripture ſpeaks 
of? Is this jzgbt within the ſurety of the Covenant? if 
not then *cis not the Chriſt, if it be, wherein doth ir 
the office of a ſurety > What hath ir undertaken for us, 
and, What are thoſe Promiſes the Father hath made 
to it? 

And whether all power in Heaven and Earth is 
given to this /ight within, ſo as to have Soveraign 
Rule and Dominion over all Creatures, viſible and 
inviſible. Be plain and fincere, who or what that is 
which you acknowledge to be the trae-Chriſt ? Is it 
not the /ight withis ?, it it be, then are you not guilty 
of moſt wretched deceit and equivocation, in pre- 
rending to own one thing , yet ſecretly intend ano- 
her? 

Qua. Thin wrongeſt me and onr friends, for we deny 
deceit, that us with thee, we ſpeak, and mean honeſtly, but 
thou in thy ignorant and dark mind cannot underſtand us. 

Chy. *[is thy own error and deceit that wrongs 
thee, all Tintend, is only thy conviction and recoyery, 
which endeavour (I think) _ very well kaveeſ- 
caped ſuch a ſevere reflection, but ſince thou art fo 
peremptory, that this /ighr is the rrae Chriſt, let me 


ask thee a few queſtions. —_ 


1. Why the Holy Men amongſt the Jews , and the 
wiſe men amongſt the Greeks never called this Higley 
| tis 


withogt you, and _ off his In-/ 


” EP 4 . 
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this name, for many thouſand years? andwhy is it faid 
none of the Princes of chis world knew Jeſus Chriſt ,/ 
ſince atthe ſame time they did acknowledge a light ts 
be in all Men? or isany thing more evident then chat 
_ by the light within they underſtood one thing, and by 
- | Ze Chriſt another, 
uw 2, That Jeſus ofwhom the Scriptares ſpeak wab one, 
wn | of whom there was many types both al andreall. 
ks } If the /eht Within be the true Chriſt ; Then whoare - 
: _ Perſons, and what are thoſe things that were types . 
Ut? | i 

i” 3. Jeſus Chriſt was a perſon of whom there were 
© 'I* many Prophecies which ſhould be fulfilled in him, That 
he ſhould be born of a Virgin, hence called the ſeedof | 
5 {| a Woman; be born at Zerhlems; ſhould be of the Tribe 3 
"n f of Indah; and that he ſhould be cg off, not for him*. 2 
, felf, cc. I Query how all theſe Prophelies are fulfd-.  ** 
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led in this /5ght within ? Ts this Light within that ſeed 
of the Woman? and the ſeed of 4brahaw, and of the- 
Tribe of 1«dah born at Bethelems ; if you affirm this, 
| then why is it called the Seed of the W and the 
ſeed of Abraham, rather thenof Lot ? and, How is 
it of the Tribeof 7udah, and not of Rexbenor Levi, 
&c, and, Whether it was eyer cut off ? 

4+ Jeſus Chriſt was a man. approved of God by 
miracles, wonders and ſigns, which God did by him, 
| DAR. 2.22. This very Teſns hath God made both Lord 
|. andChrift, ver(.36. what thoſe miracles were, we have 
| many undoubted (inſtances, and that one great. end 

thereof was to prove him to be the Xefiab Promiſed; 
if then the /ight within every man be the true and only 
Meſſiah, What are thoſe miracles, wonders, and figns 
that are wrought by ir, co prove it ſo ro be 2 


That 
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y of you have as yet faid in anſwer | 


hereunto hath 'been' no more, then what the Apoſtle YI , 
ſpeaks of the Man of Sin, whoſe coming. is after the | ; 


working. of Satan, with all Power, Signs, and Lying 


wonders,2 Theſ.2,9. Andalfo what may as well prove 
Mahomet to be the true Chriſt, asthe /;zhe in you, © , 
-$. The Scripture faith, o» hi» (chat is Chriſt ) was 
laid the Iniquities of ui all, He bore onr ſins,was a man 
of ſorrows, and that his ſoul was made an offering for ſin; 
© I' Query how all this-can be affirmed of the /zght within ? 


Was this /ight ever made a curſe for us > Wasour Ini-- 


quities laid upon it ? or was it ever cut'off, that there- 
by it might bring in-everlaſting righteouſneſs ? 

6. If this /zghe within be the true and onely Chriſt, 
Then why was there ſo many ſacrifices in the time of 
the Law cypifying Chriſt cocome? finee Moſes and 
the reſt of the children of” 7/rae/ had a light inthem ;, 
if you ſay that light in chem was not the XZe/7ah, then 
you deny your principle; if ic were, what fhignifieancy 
could be in thoſe Types reſpecting Chriſt to come, for- 
asmuch , as he was then truly and properly in them? 

7. And lince eternal life is promiſed to chem only (1 
ſpeak as to: grown perſons utider the Goſpel) that ac- 
knowledge and believe inthe true Chriit. I Querie, 
whether all 'the-generations of Chriſtians fince Chrifts 
rifme, till within theſe very few years, be not certainly 
19.} and damned, foraſmuchas they acknowledged not 
this light within, as the true Chriſt. 

And whereas thou ſayelt this /ight within is a ſuffict- 
ent rule, I would ask of thee, Whether thou believeſt 


« 
| 
| 
| 


that God doth any thing in vain? 1f not, then fince__..4 


' he hath been pleaſed, (norwichſtanding this light with- 
in ) to ſaperadd by Nivine Revelation other 
rules by Jeſus Chriſt and his Holy Apoſtles, To 


neg- 
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I then, I ſay, what God hath done hercio is not-vain 
and needle, ic will neceſſarily follow, that this meer 


* PIN bn ihe NON * T- GEES & be ""_ Op | 
neglect which is both da and damnable; if "I 


light within is no ſufficient rule.” Therefore itwill be 


JF our wiſdome, yea our duty, not Gnely to attend tothe 


light within, but eſpecially to thoſe Revelations of Gods 


J mind and will in the Holy Scriptures ; we being ac- 


countable for every diſpenſation of light, according ro 
its kind and degree; Whether common, light (chat 
which thou calls che light in every man) The written 


| Law. Andalfo the Goſpel. 


But the farther debate hereof I ſhall referr to our 
diſcourſe nan the Scriptures, At preſent I con- 
ccive enough hath been ſaid, ro evince that the /zght in 
every man neither is the true Chriſt, nor a ſufficient 
rule to guide us to Salvation. 

Qu. 1 ſee thou art 4 poor dark creature, Tpitty thee, 


Þ thy mind i without to a body and perſon, to Written Words 


h 


and letters, but we witneſs the life and power in our 
ſelves, which then knoweſt nothing of, as by thy talking ts 
manifeſt, yea *tis manifeſt in the light. by 
Chr. How forcible are right words, But what doth 

this arguivg reprove. I ſhall proceed'ro the next 
queſtion (viz.) who or what it is that obeys this lighr, 
and in obeying of it be ſaved? For if this light be 
the rule ; It doth fuppoſe a ſubje& capable- of under- 
ſtanding ic, and. of yielding obedience” to ir, Who 
or what is it ? | 

- Qu. Then art drunk with words ,. and” Carnal "as- 
ſtinitions, 1 hnow not what thou wonldſt be at. 


r{waſion ſhould fo furiouſly contend for this thing; 
And yet when deſired to open and explain it tous, tell 
us you know not what we would be at ; Do fuch 
: replies 


| Chr, More the pity , that thou and others of cy 


7%. 
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= - tephics credit you, or your cauſe? If indeed thaw 
© knoweſt not what] Hin in this queſtion, then thy} 
-* © hight cannot be God, as thou ſayelt it-is, for God 
knows the hearrs and intentions of all men, Doſt thouſ 
not ſee here how thou contradicts thy ſelf ? It appears 
to. me thar this opinion of. thine is clog'd with fach ab] 
ſardicies, rhat allche |1ght thou haſt knows not how ra 
remove them, which was not conſider'd by thee, whey 
firſt thou eſpous'd this fancy ; yet being proud; and} 
not willing to fall under conviction , anſwer fuch as} 
would ſhew thee thy folly and error, with ſcornful ar 
invective ches. EW” 
Qu. Thou art a Wicked creature, Blackneſs of dark" 
neſs u reſerv' d for thee. - 44 
Chr. Was not my queſtion ,plain and familiar? but, 
Is this anſwer pertinent ? Is it not needful we ſhe 
be informed who muſt obey this light ?.1 therefore ask' 
this Queſtion , becauſe many of your Miniſtry ( as" 
' they are called ) affirm, There 1s but ove light in} 
every man, if ſo, and this be the Rx/e, what then is; 
the Principle? either the light muſt obey it ſelf, or 
darkneſs muft obey it ; That it ſhould obey it felf is: 
not to-be ſuppos'd, for how can it be both the Rule' 
and Subze&t.. That darkneſs ſhould obey it cannot be" 
imagin*d; for,where a Rule is, there muſt be light and? 
underſtanding in the Subje yielding obedience,other-" 
wiſe it cannot be reaſonable or acceptable fervice,” 
Then there muſt be another light in every Man to ren" 
der him capable of this obedience to the Supreame 
and commanding light, If this be granted, there'muſt.: 


be. cwo lights in every man, . But, how this will be | 
proved I yet ſee not. etl 
. Qu. «Thou art a Serpent, andthe Curſe of God is eters, 


#ally upon thee. S 
Chr, This 
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009] "Chr. This Language is.ſo natural co you, that itigasy > 

tayFdifficulr for you to leave 1t,as for the Erhiopian tochange, © ® 

GodFhis skin, But wherefmcan ſuch areply as this contribute. 

wWuſto "my ſatisfaction, about the matter in queſtion ? If 

arsFrhou canſt inform me who is-the Subje& of this obedi- 

ab<{ ence, I would: gladly hear it. Is itthe whole perſon, 

# ta or onely a part, or is it any thing elſe ? 

beef _ Qu. 7how. manifeſts thy darkneſs, and that than art 

and: fill in the Imagination. | 

Chr. - What need theſe impertinencies, 

ing] Qu. 7.comprehend thee, and ſee the Serpents ſwbtilty 

= an theſe queſtions, Thos art ont of the truth, and 

re drunk with words. 

**4 .. - Chr. Either chou canſt, or thou canſt not anſwet me. 

ty} If not, be ſo free ahd honeſt astordll me ſo. If thou 

Ia)" canſt, pray then let me know who it is, Whetherthe 

| whole perron, or Pu od — elſe? ata 

as] u.1 deny thy perſon.thox ſpeaks thou knoweſt not what. 

in] o. If 7 Ce the {es erg = who, or 

184 whacelſeisit? 

or] . Qu. 7 ſay they are fooliſh queſtions. 

is] Chr. Shew me the folly thereof. 

ule No T hou look ft for words , but thy fleſh maſt be 
fas 

| 4 Chr, By theſe anſwers, I ſuſpe& thy ignorance and 

' perverſggſsin this matter. 

'$ > Qu.” AT for thee, 1 very well know what it is, but 

{ ſhould I acquaint thee, thou couldſt not underſtand, for 1 

ſee-the darkneſs that covers thee, | 

Chr, I intreat thee let not this ſerve for a full an- 

| ſwer; but, ifthoudoſt know, ioform me, who,or what 

——x is ? 

«4 Qu. 1ſay it x4 Seed. And if this Wouldft in the 

- | meekneſs wait in the light , _ mighteſt know what pk 

Is: . . 
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_ 6 ” . Hiolariie Hothiopn 2 

- Chr. Sore of you call this Seed, a Meafure of God, 
others of you fay it is Chriſt, and the Spirir, 1f this be: 
it that mult obey che light, . then thy tenent is (to me) 
unintelligible, For, if that which obeys, be onely the 
Seed, and this ſeed be the light, then this ſeed or lighe 
muſt obey ir ſelf,and in ſo doing be ſaved: If rhe whole 
perſon ought to obey this light , then would the whole 
perſon be concerned in this ſalyation. Burt this you can- 
not intend, for as much as you depy the Reſurre75on of 
- this Body. Truly I ſee ſo much faſſhood and equivo- 
cation in thee, and ſuch abſurdity and inconſiſtency in 
thy opinion, that it will be to ns purpoſe to urge this 
queſtion any farther upon thee. . 

Qu. T hou lier, wilt thou run away with a lie mw thy 
mouth, ] know very well theſe things, yea, I witneſs them, 
but thou in thy blind and dark imagination, canſt not un- 
derftand. 

Chr. 1f thou doſt know, Why doſt thou not acquaint 
me? Is icthe ſeed chat obeys, or is it the Soul in which 
you fay the light is ſet up? Or, Whatis it ? 

Qu. 7t #5 the Soul that muſt andought toobey the light. 

Chy. This anſwer ſeems more plauſtble,yer if I may 
interpret it by thoſe fancies and conceits you have of 
the Soul , there is as much abſurdity, nonſence, and 
error init, asin ſaying the ſeed muſt obey? 

Qu. Why ſayeft thou ſo ? | 

Chr. Becauſe George Fox (whom you eſteem as an 
infallible Man) cells me in his Book, entituled, The Great 
Ayſtery. &c. p. 63, & 100 That the Soul part of 
God, and of Gods being, and that it is without beginning, 
p-91. andalſo ;»finite, p.29. All which is as much as to, 
ſay, the Soul is God. . If this be ſo, then thy opinio 
muſt be underſtood thus. God ſers up a light in him- | 
ſelf, which he himſelf is to obey, and in ſo doing _ 
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ſhall be ſaved: Doſt thou not bluſh? Axrchou not a. 
ſoniſhed at this folly ? Could any Man: that had noc 
e)}' firſt offered; violence to his own Reaſon andLight, be 
he 8 guilty of ſuch madneſs as this is? From the Premiſes I 
he . 2nd muſt conclude, That this (which thou accounts 
le} thy firſt. and fundamental Principle) is a meer cheat, 
le and contradiction to it ſelf. 
n- 
of 
Je. 

In 


The next thing I would enquire of thee, is this, 
Whether You indeed deny the Scriptures to be the 
Wordof God, and che Rule of Faith, and praQtife un- 
n F co Chriſtians, as is commonly reported you do ? 
is Qu, We do derythe Scriptures to be the Word of Ged, 
aud alſo tobe a ſtanding rule. See Fox and Hubberthorn 
in Traths Defence, p.101. 
b, Chr. Let us (if chou pleaſe) diſcourſe this point. 
pe Qu. '7t is the devil that contends for the Scriptures to 
be the Word of God, Thus N ailor inhis Anſwer to the 
Jews, p. 22. 
| on by wy examine that : oy indeed I believe = 
is the devil that contends againſt the'Scriptures as che 
Wordof God. 8 
'  .Qus Ir nat Chriſt called the Wordof God ? 
Chr. How knoweſt thou that ? 
df. Qu. Dethmet the Scriptures ſay his name is the Word 
"of God ? 
TS Chr. Then icſeems the Scriptures is the rule of thy 
" belief inchis point. Doſt thou well then in denying it 
to be a Rule? 1 grant the Son of God ig called the 
Word of God, yetthis binders not, but that the Scrip- 
tures may be called the Wotd ot God : Thar is, bis 
Mind and Will revealed to, and concerning Man. 
Q. 1: there not many words of the droul and wicket, 
wen mentioned in the Scriptures ? Wilt thow call theſe the 
* | #ordof God? 4 
B 2 Chr. 
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” '118 _-'Dialoguebetween 
Y Chr. 1 perceive thou quarrett chis Title {of Word 
of God) being attribured' to the Seriprares through a 
miſtake, not - conſidering rhe Scriptures in'its ſeveral 
parts, viz, The Preceptive, Promiſory, Threatning,and 
Hiſtorical parts. True, the ſayings of the” Devil and 
wicked men belong not to the Preceptive,or Promifory, 
yet they do tothe Hiſtorical part ; Was it notthe Holy 
Pen-men, who were. infpired/ to write the'ether-parts 
that wrir theſe ? Are not theſe therj part of Gods Hilto- 
Ty? and alſo.of great uſeto us, The-Lord therein fhew- 
ing the Malice-and Subrilry, both of Devils and evil men 
againſt his people; notwithſtanding which, the Alwiſe 
Providence.over-ruled,and ſtill did preferve hisChureh, 
Is there not a Book called Speeds Chronicle, wherein he 
ſpeaks of perſons and things in Being, long before he 
was born. Yetnone ſcruple to call the Book by his name, 
becauſe he relates thoſe things to us. So here'Godhatl 
by the Holy Pen-men given us this relation of the words 
of the-Devil and wicked men.By whoſe name then ſhall 
this word be called: 
Qu. / grant the Scriptures may be called the words, but 
not the Word of God. 
Chr.1s any thing moreevident throughout the Scrip- 
tures, then that a Colleftion of niany words and ſeny 
tences (in Prophecies, and Diſcourſes of the Prophetsy 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles) are called the Word of God. 
Was not that word the Phariſees made void by their" 
Traditions, the Fifch Commandment, whereih there are: 
more words then one, yet called the Word of God: 
Whar Word of God is thax called, 7he ſword of the $p3= 
rit, Eph. 6. 17. Isthe eternal and living Word as you 
mean, the Spirits Inſtrument ? If not, What other word 
can it be, but the Doctrine of the Holy Scriptures,whiett 
-Me Fpiric man1geth to the good of the Souls of Men, 
"_— Further 
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of the t Gapdirions, which conditions we witneſs. But 
tho makeſt a Profeſſi on of the S aints words, and in thy 


208 inmgination.runeſt into their worfiſh Scariptures ] 
and. calls. them the Word of God. And t Rule and way 

to bm Ged,. But what are thoſe Wards. to, thee, if thou 
ſt nat; wigneſs the ſame Spirit ? To this purpoſe ſee 

Geo the younger, in the Colletion of bis Books, 


AFB .you own the Scriptures 254 'Declara- 
tionof the. bores conditions ; *Is this all ? -Whac then 
fi ;gnifie thoſe ſtanding Pteg koh And alſo thoſe many 


Pronuiſes WR op 66s. ch, aretherein recorded, 
led... on theſe the Saints con- 


Ciclo IE not, "Wherefo ph A (1 Dot written ? If not 
too Pat r Faithand PraQtiſe, 
all thy 3974; vt expired With. 4 4b e Saints, yy 


pet9 FTYA but the Saiats'of. that? 
y:; Fre. joſe Precepts, Prophecies , a | 
written, 4 got to oblige our Faich and Pradtile? -. 


B 3 Qu.zre 


” /- - Chr. Howtulllknowthat? 
Qu. Wewiweſeir, OO 
Chr. What is thy wi tome ? -Wherein doth 
that reſolye'my doubt >” T will (thongh not'granting. 
yet) ſuppoſe thee to be a holy Man, would not the 
thing in chee/berby holineſs; and whether holineſs, a 
it is in the Creture, be not a Conformity to the Rulg 
of Daty ? If jt be, then it cannot be the Rule. 1s nor 
the beſt and'tiobleſt principle thac dffy Man can beaQed 
by, Love'to God and Jeſus Chriſt ? Andwhetherthis 
love be ndta part of thy duty ? If it be,/thenthat can- 
not be rhe role of chy daty. © If chen the'beſt thing 
thee cannot be the Rule, 1 preſume the'worff 1h 
thee is nor, at leaſt ſhould nor, ' WEE. 
Qu. Paqby Cyextare, thou rant to the Lettey takes mh all 
from the Letter : But, what deft thou witneſs in thy [elf 
Chr. Why no betrer term then Letter ? Boyo 


ſpeak ſo of your own Pamphlets ? Some of which are 
called, The woice of wiſdom ; others, 'X _—_—_—_ 
Ged; others, The Breathings of true Love from the Im» 
mortal Seed, cc. Are you not aſhamed to, ſpeak fo 
contemptibly of the Scriptures, and yer pive ſyth Titles 
to your own Books ? But to what thou ſayeſt, giveme 
leave toinform thee. That thou art in thelmagination, 
and doſt flatter thy ſelf in thy own'fanctes : © For, we * 
run not tothe Letter, otherwiſe theh ro ſearch our the 
Mind of God contained therein. And we defireto lie 
pnder the Authority of that Do@rine delivered to us 
in thoſe Letters; believing that all chingsneceffary to 
be believed and praiſed, with reſpe& ro eternal life, 
js contained in theſe holy Scriptures, andin Jon other - 
Record inthe World, either without or within Men ; 
therefore I think it þyt reaſonable to NO 
WI 


* 


Wil of God manifeſted in thi written Word, 
the Rule. $4 MAES a 

Qu. T ho runs into the Imitation, takes up the Saints 
words, but if _ thog haft not the ſame ſpirit, what are theſe 
words to thee? and if thou baſt that ſpirit, What need of 
theſe Words? | 

Chr. Thy words imply, That the Spirit of God is not 
inall men, if ſo, thentchy opinion concerning the ſuffi» 
ciency of the light in every man, cannotbe true, if all, 
men pee the __ IS... 

2. They imply, Thacthoſe w ve the Spirit 
not theſe hw wh this is to impeach the Hy gr 
Goodneſs of God, in cauling ſo many needleſs words 
to be written, 

3. If no need of theſe words, which you grant were 
given forth by the Spirit, then certainly chere can be no 
need of your words, all you ſay and write,muſt be looked. 
upon as uſeleſs to them who pretend to have the $pirir, 

4. But though 1 ſhould not haye the Spiric 1nthat 
meaſure the Saints of old had, I may not therefore deny 
the Scriptures to'beaRule. My having or not having 
the Spirit, cannot diveſt it of 1ts Authority in being a 
Rule to me, fince at the ſame time, as a Rule it direQs 
me, How Imay pet the Spirit, if Ihaveit not, andalſo 
how I may get more, if I have any meaſure of it. 

. Qu If thou vow aft liſten to that of God in thy Con- 
ſcience, it would dirett thee. 97%) 

Chr. That of God (as thou calls it) in my Conſci- 
ence, is not ſufficient meerly of it ſelf, rodiret mein 
thoſe things needful to be known, believed, and pratti- 
ſed, Nor is thatof God in thy Conſcience, ſufficient 
to inſtruct thee, as will appear inafew inſtances, 

(1+) If neicher thou, nor 4ny other of thy per- 
ſwaljon could underſtand any thing of Adams Fall, 
B 4 how 
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how Sj» and Death came in the world by that means, ifY- 
by the Scriptures it had not been made known unto you; || | 
That Adam was not onely the firſt Man, but a publick 
head, repreſenting all Mankind :. Then not the meer 
light which every man in common hath, bur the Scrip- 
tures is and muſt be the Rule of our belief in this point, 
(2.) How could you haye known-there was ſuch a 
perſon in the World as Jeſus Chriſt, and that he ſuffered 
at Zeruſalem,and roſe again from the dead,if inthe Scrip+ 
tures this had not been revealed 2Then not this meer 
light within, but that written Word muſt be the rule 
of your belief in thizalſo. And if the being of ſuch- a 
perſon could not be known without. the Revelations of 
. God in the Scriptures, How then can propriety inſuch 
a perſon be known, without the help of the ſame Reve- 
ſation, which makes him known to be, *Tisnot poilible to 
believe a relation to, and intereſt in ſuch a perſon,if firſt. 
we know not whether ever ſuch a perſon had a Beivg. 
(3.) How could you call the Lighe within Chriff, 
if ſome Scriptures had not mentioned Chriſ-in you, 
and chat he is thelife and light of men? Give me an in- 
ſtance of any one perſon in the world (that never had 
acquaintance with the Scriptures ) that ever called the 
Light in every man by this name , If none can be pro- 
duced, then the Scriptures muſt be your rule for. this... 
(4.) How could you know that Swearing in any 
caſe were unlawful, if in the fifth of Afatthew it had 
not been written, Swear not at all, which you think for. 
bids all Swearing. Is not then that Seriprare (though mi 
znterprered by thee)the rule of thy forbearing to ſwear? 
(5.) How could youaffirm we ought no to callany. 
man Maſter? had it not been written, Call no man Mg- 
ſter: 1s not then thar written word yourrule in this caſe? 
(6) If you your felyes make it a rule forthe negle, 


ought 
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for the doing of duty. You read there of ſome 
called Shaddwrws ( which are the Jewiſh Ceremonies 
from whence you argue apainſ the Inſtitutions of 'the 
Goſpel, which fully ſatisfies me by whar ſpirit you are 
puided, that doth ſo wretchedly and wickedly interpret 
the Scriptures. You pretend to deny meanings, bat 
that mult be underſtood onely of fach as are true, 
becauſe for peryerſe ones, none more abound withthen 
you. 1 would ſeriouſly ask you, Whether there be not 
the ſame ſtamp of Divine Authority upon thoſe things 
commanded to be done, as on them we are to forbear > 7 
Or whether you have a diſpenſation to pick and chuſe;, ,-: 

do and forhear whatpleaſerh you? if you ſay ſ6, then » 

indeed the Scyiptzres rule not you, but you rule them. 

Do not you urgethat Text, 1 Cor.11. Do th till 

he come, as the reaſon for the rejeRing the Ordinance 
of breaking Bread ? which by che way ir-will not be 
amiſs to let thee know, that thy reaſoning from thence 
carries init a dire& contradiRion to your fundamental 
Tenent, which is, that Chriſt isinall Men. I ſee Liers 
-have need of good\memories, you fay, Do this till he 
come, that isin you, which implies, firſt, That be is not 
in every man, ſecondly, And that he was not thenin 
thoſe Corinthians,ſo that a man maybe a true Chriſtian, 
and yer Chriſt not come in him. True Chriſtians were 
commanded to do this till he come, 

Further, whenyou are charged for denying the per- 
ſon of Chriſt,without you ; do you not flie to the 2 Cor. 
5.16. for refuge, Though I have known Chriſt after 
the fl:ſh, yet henceforth 1 know hins ſo no more. 1s there 

anyauthority inthar'Text ? If nor,” why do you plead 

it? If there be, oughtelt thou not to be aſhamedfor 

perverting of ic ?- Should the Apolile mean as er 
wo 
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Dodcir —_ all along, eljabliſhed in all bis Epiy 
Hes, wherein his main ſcope was to advance 1 
Perſen of Jeſus Chriſt as God Man. . But you wi! 
Gay then, what doth-Pax! mean when he ſaith, Hences 
forth I kyow him ſo vo more. May not this be his mean- 
10g? Though I Pas! when a Jew, and in my uncon- 
verted State, onely knew Chirſt after a fleſhly man- 
ner.to be a King of the Jews, and to deliyer anely 
from outward bondage and captivity, &c, Yethence- 
forth from the time of my converlion, I know him 
ſo no more, for now 1 know him according to that 
deſign of infinite Grace and Love, which he came t9 
carry onin the world,in being a Saviour of ſmners from 
Sin, Death, and Hell, which before I knew not, whereia 
then is this Text any way ſerviceable to your purpoſe ? 

Many more inſtances I could give ; from theſe I con- 
clude, that if che Scriptures wreſted and taken in a 
quite other ſence then they intend, be and is im- 
proved by you as arule, without which you couldno 
more diſcourſe of theſe things then a meer Indian. 
Fhen-that of God (as thou ſpeakeſt) in thee is nat 
ſaficzent ro diret, And if the Scriptures perverted, 
(much more ought it in his native and proper ſence ) be 
acknowledged as a Rule. Is it then ingenious and honeſt 
in you to deny the Scriptures to be a rule to others, when 
atthe ſame time you make it (though by milinterpreting 
of it) a Rule to your ſelves ; are you not aſhamed of this 
deceit, and felf-condemned of plain partiality? 

Qu. Thou miftaheſt ts, we own not the Scriptures to 
be our Rule, and whereas thin haſt ſaid many things to 
render us guilty of condemning this in others, whilſt we 
our ſelves ſeemingly allow it to be ſo, which is but thy 
wn imagination, For when We make wſe of the Scrip- 

p tures, 
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} rarer, "te onely to guitt and lead 
for it ar their rate.” Due for ns, had the Sevigewies wav 


ver been, we conld have known what is therein contained. 
Chr. As william Pemn ſaith, the Proverb'is, Give 
the Devil his due, fo bere indeed 1 muſt commend thee 
for thy plaineſs in ſpeaking out, wherefore *tis, you 
fo much mention che Scriptures, not from any reve» 
rence or refpe& to its Authority, but only, if poilible, 
to ſtill rhe ontcries of chem chat call for Scriptare-proof; 
yet forafmuch asrhou ſayſt,had not the Scriptures been, 
thon wouldſt have known what is in them, 'Tis ſaid, 
in Toh.21,25. There were wany other things which Teſs 
did, which if they were written every one, 1 | 
World would not contain the Books : pray tell me ſome of 
rhoſerhings that were done; bur are not written? other- 
wife this yain proud boaſt of thine is condemned” to 
eternal filence. MEER IE 2 
Qu. Thou Wwonldft have thy fleſs ſatisfied, but that 
NT Lee eanionf ad mpudence Homande 
Chr. A pretty excuſe of thy i Y 1 
T'do and hel} xAs it for enaed, chat thou knoweſt 
not one of thoſe things, and that this is but-apreſum. 
Pptuou#conceit of thy own, for if not Conſcience, yet 
thy own credit would make thee ſpeak outif thog couldlt 
Qu. 1 command thy fleſh to be filemt, I bear witneſs 
Chr, Thy Commands and Witneſsing aremuch alike 
to me; for T yalue neither; ro deal phinly with thee, Ifear 
there 1s @ qeep defignofthe Devil in this,that you doifo 
frenuopfly endeavour to take people off rhe Seriptures, 
Qn; *Heye thou art in the imagination, we dewy de feons. 
. Chr. {barely todeny would make a-man'"innocent, 
there are'but few would be guilty, youarefamous (or 
rather infaniops) for this,for you ſcruple nor ro deny 
| . your 


Mt your own words and p ions ," if you ippreher 2 
any -inconvenience will: attend the CT ng 
nevertheleſs. if thou will be patient, I. wilt acquaint 
thee whar my fears are ; (viz. ) That, if once you 
ccould-preyail: with. us to\.caſt off the Scriptures, ther 
-might.you-pretend any Revelation or Meſlage,though 
as ridiculous as Aahowets, and as falſe as anything is 

| rae. And we ſhould never know how to find outthe 
cheac,- for neither Scripture nor Reaſon.,( according 
to your: conceits) 'muſt be made uſe of,. rhe one, being 
other\mens words, andthe other carnal ;1n this caſe, 

-  Wwhar'ſecurity:\ have we againſt Impoſtors,. and every 

— JyingEnthuliaſt? ne once O6TT {1 oe A 
2», _- Then if George Fox do but ſay 'tis reveal'd. to him 

& -+he Exrthisflt, it muſt be beliey'd, becauſe I have no 
Tale wherewith to diſprove his pretended Reyelation ; 
and if he ſhall ſuggeſt that there are not.diftind Spi. 
Tits; nor: Angels, becauſe -he never ſaw: any in:the | 
light, which certainly he ſhould ( as be. thinks) if 
there wete-any, then in this, ' he muſt be believ'd, pre- 
ſaming, that:if ſuch Spirits there were, he ſhould with- 
out” alldonbt have ſeen them, bur he neyer did.ſee any, 
'therefore.there is none, for ſuch fancies I know, Foxgs 
brains have been troubledwith, iEaw war og 

I remejpher one of your party owing another Mo- | 

ney, when it was demanded, anſwered the Creditor , 
*Tis revealed to me, 7 owe thee nothing ; thusjby this dee 
vice of a ptetended Revelation, thy Friend would have 
.cheatedihe'other of his Money ;;-butbecauſe.chis, was 
-notſatisfaRory,replicd, 7 rhonght thy fleſh conld net bear it 
-- Yea; iow often have many.of your ſelyesbeen be- 
fooled and. gulled by that which you call Revelation ; 
I, ſuppoſe the memory :of that inſtance is nor wholly 
oblicerated, when ſome of you ſaid: it was revealed. tp 
them to go to ſuch a place, and though many arguments 

were 
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were uſed-to diſſwade them, they would not be pre» _* © 
vailed with ; but whence came that Revelation?" bur © 
from Paz! Hobſon (who on - purpoſe ito'try'themws 
ſpake throvgh a Trunck, yet could they nor cittmguith 
his voice from the immediate voice of God.” "Thomas | 
Holbrow a Quaker in Gloceſterſhire, ſaid; he hada Meh _ 
ſage from God to deliver to 7ames Neobbs, accordingly - 
he came to the place where Tames Nobbs did uſeito 
meet, but fo unhappily it fell our, thar he delivers his 
meſſage to another perſon inſtead of Nobbe, who was 
at that inſtant forty miles from the yr : either this 
meſſage was-not from God; or elſe God knew not 
Tames Nobbs, nor where he was. | 
| Another eminent Quaker Woman in Briſtol (one 
Marſpal) pretended ſhe had a meſſage from the Lord 
to deliver to The, Meveer at Taxntos, and thither ſhe 
goes to deliver it, but ſo it: fell out, Tho. 2fercer was 
then in Lenden, 'and ſhe was not aware of-it. Oh 
horrid | that ſuch fleeveleſs errands ſhould be mmtitled 
upon «the Divine Majeſty; 

This ſame Woman at another time when Tho. Mer 
cer was in Briſtol, he (hearing what ſhe: pretended) 
went to ſee her, ſhe then toJd him it was revealed to 
her, That he was come to'deny his Principles; then 
which nothing was more notoriouſly falſe, as-he pre- 
ſently told her. 

And above all that eminent difference may not be 
omitted , that was between 7ames Naylor; and George 
Fox, at, or after Naylors publick emrance into Bros 
ftol, when they called each other the Childrenof the 
.Divel, and departed fromthe light;, a-greatyartyad- 
hered to both in chis oppoſition of their Lights and Re- 
velations: - multicudes of inſtances in this Kind"T 
give ; by theſe we may ſee a neceſſity of # know Rule, 
or Standard, by which we may be preſerved from ſuch 2 
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Cheats and Impoſtures ; but becauſe the Scriptures, if 
diligently conſulred with, would deterr perſons from 
believing your feigned Revelations ; therefore 'ris you 
ſo much endeavour to beget in the minds of Men, an 
ill opinion of chem. 

Qu... This 184 Lit, we own the Scriptares, and wit- 
weſs to them. 

Chr. You own them ; But how? Ay a Declarati- 
o# of the Saints conditions, not as a Rule of Faith and 
Practiſe z youown them, but no more, nor ſo-much as 
you do the ſpeakings and writings of your Friends, 

- Qu. Who didft thow ever bear ſay, that they eſteemed 
not the Scriptures ſo much as the Speakings and Writings 
of owr freends. F 

Chr. George Whitebead being ask'd this queſtion; 
Do you eſtcem your ſpeakings to be of as great Au- 
thoricy as any Chapter in the Bible? anſwered (as he 
himſelt confeſſerh in his Apology, p. 49. ) That which 
#& ſpoken from the ſpirit of Truth in any, ts of as great 
Amnthority as the Scriptures, yea, and greater. Buc 
How can that which is ſpoken by a 2xaker (ſappo- 
ſing chough not granting, to be from the ſpirit of 
Truth) be of greater Authoricy then that which the 
Holy Spirit hath oken inthe Scriptares ? Why then 
are you ſo often forced (being not otherwiſe able) ro 
make uſe of the Scriptures, to prove thoſe things you 
pretend ©o be ſpoken from the ſpirit ? Doth the greater 
Authority uſually toop to the leſs, and ſabmit ir ſelf 
eo de ery'd by it ? 

Surely then if your pretences are to be examined 
by that Norine which is delivered tous in the Scri- 
preres, and as the, agree or diſagree therewith, to be 
received or rejected; then this DiQtate of G. 3 bite- 
bead is not of fuch Authority as he imagines, Ano- 
ther of your Friendsin Londen ( whoſe name 1 _ 
el, 


if tell, but that T think ic not convenient, ſhe being afer- ” 
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vant to another Yuaker) who wondring her Maſter 
did not get ſome of their triends Books into the Houſe; 
to which one reply'd, Can you nor read the Bible ? 
yes, ſaid ſhe, the Bible is a good honeſt ching, bur I 
tike our friends Books better, By this we may fee 
how your Proſelites are taught. | 
Fox and Hmbberthoyne in a Book call'd Traths De- 
fence, p. 101. ſay, The Scriptures, art no flanding 
rule, And that tis dangerons for ignorant people to read 
them, What could a Jeſuic, or Romanilt ſay more ? 
Thomas Holbrow ( before mentioned ) reaſoning 
with James Nobbs, and his Wife; The faid 7awes 
Nobbs urging many Scriptures to him , Holbrow an- 
ſwered , YVhat deft thow tell me of the Scriptures , 
Which are no bettey to me then an old Almanach. 
theſe inſtances *tis ealie to gueſs, and morethen gi 
how you own the ſcriptares, whilſt you boggle, -and 
bafMe (imple minds wich fair words andpretences, 
Qu. Theſe are flanders, and lies, forg*d and browght 
forth in envy and darkye(s. | 
Chr. This is your common refuge, which you think 
is fafficient to excuſe you, and preſerve your credir 
amongſt them, who are inſtruQed not to believe any 
ching (be ir never fotrue) that tends royour difre- 
pute, yet you muſt pive us- leaye to believe our own 
eyes and cares: Though one while you have the 
confidence to ſpeak and write thus; And another 
while the Impudence to deny ir. This may nor diſcou- 
rage -us from giving a true account of what we hear 
from your own Mouths, and read in your own Books : 
Do you think ſuch pirriful replies as theſe will con- 
vince us, either of your Perfection, or Infallibility. 
Qu. Thou art an Enemy, therefore what thou ſpeaks 


Concerning us isfalſe. 
Chr, What? 
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mediarely uttered by: your ſelves ? I remember John 


Story a noted 2uaker, together with many others of 
your friends, when this Poſition was read to them, as 


their Tenent, 5. e. That the Light imevery man is ſuffi 


cient. ( without any other Councellor) to guide wnto 
Salvation, T his was all that was read to them out of 
a Book wherein it was laid down: He the ſaid Story, 
and the reſt with him being asked, whether they owned 
this opinion? anſwer'd, they came not to be Cate- 
chiz'd; and that there might be ſome error in thePrin- 
ter," I affirm'd this was cheir Tenent; and demanded 
which of them durſt give me the Lye ? They. after 
ſome little. pauſe reply'd, That wasa lying Book. To 
which I return'd this anſwer, Then either this Opi- 
nion muſt be a lye, or *tis a lie to ſay the Quakers 


hold any ſuch thing ; Which of theſe isic? They told 


me they came not to be Catechiz'd : But why were 
they ſo peremptory (think you) to ſpeak thus ? *I'was 
becauſe chat Book was publiſhed bythe Prieſts, yet 
whether the Prieſts (as they call them) did herein miſ- 
report their notion, I ſhall ſubmit tothe judgement of 
any that ever: read the Quakers own Books. 

In like manner, when ſome arguments were named, 
That 7zrmer a Quiker had made uſe of againſt the 
Reſurreion of this body, George / Vhitehead took the 
liberty co ſay they were falſly reported ; and. why ſo, 


. onely becauſe an enemy to them had printed them, 


when yet I do affirm they were T #r»ers' own words, 
Is this to approve your ſelves like honeſt 
Men , to give the lie, when nothing is faid of you 
or your opinions, but what your ſelves have Printed, 
either then what you have aid is truth, or itis not ? 
if it be, why do you boggle thus, why will you 
not 


at, 'Though I ſpeak nothing bue youn 
own words, Are they no otherwiſe true then as im-. 


wo 


F nocownit, be he friend or "enemy that "gives an * 

account of-it. - If jt be nor true,” why do you-per= 0 7 
{iſt in it > May we not from. this manner of dealing 

conclude , that the old Proverb is verified in 

4 hat is bred in the Bone, is hardly got _ the Fleſb ? 

and that it. is almoſt as poſſible for the Leopard 

to change his Spots, as for you to leave” this 

accuſtomedevil, 0M 

But for as much as you do deny the Sciptures 
ro be the Rule that Chriſtiansare to walk by. 

I would ask you, whether they are to walk'by any 
Rule? If not, then they muſt be Independent.” And 
all their bappineſs, together wich che way and mears 
conducing thereunto muſt ariſe wholly from within 
themſelves. | 

Bur if they muſt walk by Rule, it will then 
follow that there is a Rule, And indeed *cis not 
to be deny'd bur that Man was always under the 
obligation of 'a Rule. That - Gods Soveraignty 
over him, and his Inferiority unto Gad might be 
acknowledg'd. To ſay this Rule mult be the wall 
- | of God revealed co us, I ſuppoſe thou wile not 
- | deny , for '*tis the will of God which is che for- 

mal- reaſon of the obligation: the will of God being 
the Found of the creation of Men' and Angels. 
| Therefore as itis the ground of their beingit muſt 
\ | bethe Rule of their :Ring, 
The great difference then, is concerning the 
way' and manner of the manifeſtation of - Gods 
will to us. Whether ic be his will revealed in the 
Scriptures , or | only by the meer, light within 
which every man in common is endowed with ? 
This is the queſtion between us, which of theſe is the 
| Rule. | 
C Queſt, 
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Qu... We ſay there is no other Rule nor guide tocternal i} | 

life. but the teachings of the light in every man. 
Chr, 1 deny not a lighc-to be in every man, for 

the underſtanding and conſcience being parts of the  } , 

reaſonable ſoul, theſe do remain till in the worſt of. | | 

men: T hough the ReQitude be, yet the Being of theſe Þ , 

faculres is not lolt. 1 

Though this is, and muſt be granted, yet I deny | j 

ſ 

[ 


this light in every one co:be a ſufficiem Rule. 

(1,) Becauſe this confounds the efficient and 
objective cauſe of our obedience, The light with- 
in eſpecially affiſced by the word and holy fpirit, 
is the principle by which, but not the Rule accor- 
ding to which we obey. If the Light within be 
the Rule, then either the light mult obey ir ſelf, 
which is 2bſurd, or elſe there muſt be another light 
in man, beſides that which is the Rule, But this 
is unintelligible. As then Inherent _ corruption 
1s nothing elſe but onr habitual diſagreement with 
the Rule; ſo inherent grace is an habitual con- 
formity to it. Hence the writing of the Law up- |, 
on "the heart is nothing elſe but ſutable impreſ- |, 
 - ſions upon the will agrecable to the Rule of duty, ||, 
£ Then it will follow that the light and holinels |, 
which is in the ſoul is not the Rule, but only an ||, 
inward conformity to it. 

(2) There is a greater fulneſs and perfeRion in ||, 
the Revelation. of Gods will in the Scriptures, ||, 
then is or can be, by this meer light within , which 
will appear in wo things, 

(1) Diſcoverins ſuch things, that the meer 
tighe 1n every man caniiot make ' known unto |} 
05, 

(2) In Girefting thoſe ations dictated _ 
ishe 
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| lighe wichin , to higher and move *< 


primal ends, = 
then this meer lighe doth dire unto, ?1 

(r.) This light within cannot give a clear and 
diſtin& account, how fin came to be. If we'cons 
ſule the wiſeſt of the Philoſophers, we ſhall” find 
4 deep lilence touching this point. In nothing 
were they more bewildred in their "thovghts a= 
bout, then this yery thing: they ſaw thar fin and 
miſery did overflow, but they could not, by all 
the improvements of the lighe in them find our, 
how ſin came tobe. 

And if this light within cannot acquaint us 
of the time when, nor the manner how, man was 
at firſt made; much leſs can we by this light 'be: 
informed, whence Mankind came to be corrupt- 
ed; what that Law was, by whom, and when 
it was firſt tranſpreſſed, But a full account'-we 
have of this whole matter in the holy Scriptures, 
Therefore, 2 Hh | 

(2.) Nor cn this light! within, give any ac- 
count of that Remedy, which God in. his | infinite 
wiſdom and will hath provided, to be a relief to 
man in his undone and miſerable condition; . That 
which is the rule, muſt carry with it a ſufficienc 
diſcovery of boththeſe. 

Bur ſo dim is this light within, about this 
whole myſtery concerning Jeſus Chriſt ; "that 
there is nothing lyes more remote ſrom the com 
mon thoughts and apprehenſions -of men then this 
vety thing: That Chriſt ſhould be born of a 
Virgin, ſhould dye, and that willingly” for the 
benefic of others,, ſhould rife the third day. And 
to' believe the things concerning him, ſhoald- be 
the way and' means, : by which tfaln man ſhonld be 
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brought: into a-ftate of: eternal felicity;- Are riot! 
theſe things Paradoxes to the reaſon and thoughts 
of men naturally? That God ſhould pitch upon 
this way, for Chriſt to be mediator and ſurety; 
and\that he ſhould make expiation-for fin. I ſay 
this would no more be thought of by any meer 
creature , then that the 1/raelites could have found 
out that: way of-healing the bicing 'of che fiery 
Serpent; by the Brazen Serpent on che Pole to be 
look'd unto. 4 
| Let us obſerve perſons under 'inward ſorrow 
- for fin; and whilſt they are grieving for, and ex» 
ceeding tender about other fins, yet at the ſame 
time oppoling Chriſt, and believing in .bim , and 
think this to be no. (in : What doth this ſignify; 
but that the DoRrine concerning Jeſus Chriſt's 
wholly ſupernatural ? Hence though they ſhew 
the work ofthe law written in-their hearts, (there 
being ſomething in conſcience to do. the work of 
the law) yet the work of the Goſpel is not written 
in mens hearts naturally. 

Qu. Thou grants this light within is ſufficient to 
reach us to acknowledge there is a God, and can it not in: 
form us concerning Jeſus Chriſt ; Doth not Chriſt ſay the 
Father « greater then 1, will it diſcover.the Greater and 
wot the Leſſer. | 

Chr, | his was George white-Head's argument to 
prove the /ufficiexcy of the light in every man to be 
a rule : though by it he bewrayes his own igno» 
rance and darkneſs: For though men do and may 
acknowledg there is a God, from what. they ſee of 
his wotks: and alſothat he is juſt, and good, and 
that he 1s to be- worſhipped: will it therefore 
follow that meerly by chis light; man may _ 
woat 
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TU] what the will: of :God is. 


5 
, of 
'M _ 


: T F * WW _ 4 Py Nuake F _ "2 - 
( Could eicher Adaw ior 
Angels: underſtand any thing of this; Thag God 
would :pardon' a ſinner by Chriſt ,: '[ hat his So 
ſhould take fleſh ppon bim: I' ſay! could- any thing 


© of this be underſtood, by all that” may be; known 


of God either in his nature or works ? Was' nor 
this' delign of grace - wholly | hid in- che Soveraign 
Breaſt and- will: of God? ſo that it could not 

known , till he himſelf is pleaſed to reveal it. 
I ſhall. deſcend to a far lower inſtance , G. White» 
head knows: me.to be a living man ; Therefore 
may he know that I muſt neceſſirily eat, dri 
and ſleep ;- yet can he not by. all the light he hath, - 
know what my will is; what I will do, or which 
way I will go, - Then much leſs in this caſe , now 
under conſideration ,, 'tis not. poſlible for; any 
Man , nor Angel to. know the will. of God, till it 
be revealed. Indeed if G. - Whitehead would ſay 
and prove, that Gods ſending , his Son into the 


World, was a neceſſary Act in; God, - that he. could: -- 


not do otherwiſe ; , then he might ſay ſomething to 
his purpoſe. But if this ' purpoſe of grace and 
love towards '{inful .man - was - wholly - free, . And 
did ariſe not /from any neceſlity.. in Gods nature, 
but from his good pleaſure and Will, - then this 
free a& of his Will, could not be known, ill he 
himſelf reveal it, | 
Moreover, the inſ«ſiczexcy of this /ight to diſco- 
ver this myſtery, will farther appear from the Qua- ' 
kers themſelves; For if the /ight in them, ſees no 
neceſſity of a Mediator, now he is revealed, it is 
certain, they could never have thought of a me- 
diator, had he never been revealed, &c, 
(3) There is an utter »ſ#fficiency in thi; meer 
| C3 | light 
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#rbr- within to dire& us, the right way of wo 
Mupping the true God, This is manifeſt from the 
wreac loſs chat the wiſeſt amongſt the ' Heathen} 
Have been, and ſtill are under, in, and about thi 
very thing. The multiplying of their Deities, 
And- alſo of their own fancies and imaginations i 
their Rites, and Ceremonies, prove this. Info 
much that though (in many things with reſpe& 
to moral goodneſs) there was ſomething: com 
mendable in them: yer for their worſhip, we ar 
told ir was a worſhip performed ro Devils, and falk 
feigned Deities. wa 
And notwithſtanding this /ight 1» them, they- ſtil 
remained under the fence of a neceflity of ſon 
farther diſcoveries both concerning God, and hi 
worſhip. Whereupon they did ordinarily aſcribe mor 
ro ſome' immediate Revelation, ' then to the mee 
Dictates of the /ight in them. | 
- Yet all this is no Diſparagement to the. Jpk 
within: to ſay that God doth make any thing more 
known of his will then is or can be known 
by this meer /ight within : For *tis but to ſay that 
each degree of light is ſerviceable to its end. | 
Since chen God hath ſuperadded by Divine 
Revelation other Laws and Rules for our gut 
dance and inftruQtion in this matter; then it car 
not be conceived that this /ight within is ſufficient, 
The ground of all Inſtitured worſhip, is the R 
velation of Gods will, Hence, though the Jew 
had a /iTht i# them, by which they might acknow- 
ledge God ought ro be worſhipped : Yet that /ip 
could not dire& them as to the way and manner, 
now thac worſhip ſhould be performed , ſo as 
pleaſe 


” " d, 
« 


pleaſe him; * This did "wt ty depend -updn- Gods* © 
making known his will concerning this ching,” 0 
Hence it was ' the Poſitive "Law that. direted 
' they to confeſs {in over the head-of a Seape-Goar; 
and'-to' teftifie their rhankfalneſs :by) Pedce Offer-" 
rings; and to pray with their face rowirds Forms 
[alem, &c. | = FR 
So in the New - Teſtamemt, it is' the *polt- 
tive Precepts of our Lord Jeſus which ' dire&' us 
hereabouts; without which we  covld® know no 
more how toperform right {crvice unto' God, then 
a meer Barbanan, NO pot | 
(4.) Neither is this /ight ' within ſufficient 'ro dif- 
cover to' us that great Doctrine of the ReſurreRi- 
on of the Dead. This ſeemed fo incredible ro ſome 
of old, that they deemed the - Apoſtle' mad for dif- 
courling abour it, And you your” ſelves are 
oreat inſtances to confirm this - eruth-,- 6f the 
lzobts inſufficiency about this point, as will fully 
appear, when" we coitie 'to ſpeak of this* par- 
ticular. DAiBYt 906 c/o 
So that in ſhort, as the water will not riſe high. 
er 'then the Spring or \Fountain, whence it doth 
proceed; ſo neither will this common /ght, above 
its ſource}, nature, uſe, "and end. Wherefore af- 
front no more the” grace and wiſdom 'of God 
in ſuperadding more, for which 'we -are to be 
accountable at the preat day approaching. 
Secondly, +T his light within, dire&ts not our acti- 
ons to thoſe holy and Spiritual ends, which the 
' Scripture doth. Alas, wherero doth the beſt 
of mens acions naturally tend, bur to ſwell 
them with proud conceits of *rhemſelves! whar 
is, or” cart be more evident then - this 2 How 
—_ COMmes 


bk 


Comes it to. paſs that Jeſus Chriſt, ( as tothe great © 

-ends of coming into the. World ) is ſo-much neg-,_ 
leted,, .and the fireſs-of many mens hopes laid _ 
upon ſomething in themſelves ? Hence the hope: 
of the Hypocrite ,, is compared - to. a. Spiders. 
Web, being ſpun out..of-their own Bowels, Do we 
not ſee this, in your ſelves who are the - greateſt 
admirers of the /jght within. What, contemprti- 
ble thoughts you have of the Perſon , Offices;, .and 


' - Sufferings of: Jeſus Chriſt , that you account his 


blood which, was ſhed, no more then you do the 
blood ofa common Theif? and eſteem juſtification by 
thac Righteouſneſs which Chriſt wholly fulfilled in his 
own perſon without us,-to be a dodrine of Devils. 
Hence you. jeer and deride ſuch chat expe&to be ſaved 
by that Perſon. FR | 

What | intolerable -,pride , and arrogancy haye 
you arrived to ,. and all this in following :(as you 
pretend,) the conduct of the /zght within ? .Impro- 
ving it,,, to, the.ſubyerting and annibilating the 
Covenant of Grace, which is the onely way God 
hath revealed (ſince the* fall) for the ſalyation of 
ſinners; ſurely, then this /ight which inſtead of di- 
recting what you do in a way of ſubſerviency to 
the ends of this convenant,. doth directly oppoſe it, 
is in that ſo far from being. a ſufficient rule, that it 
ought tobe rejected. 

I: then this /ight within. carry not with..zt ſuch 
a ſtamp of Soveraign Authority. And if its diſco- 
veri:s are not ſo extenſive and full, as that, which 
js made known in the holy Scriptures. And if it 
dire not our acions to thoſe ends, which the 
Scripture doth, chen nor this /ight within , but the 
Revelations of Gods Will in- the wrates word, muſt 
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ſed the laſt dayes ; becauſe we have nor only the clears 
eſt and fulleſt, but the laſt Revelation of will; 
both concerning Religion, andthe way of Salvation 

by _w Chriſt , that we are to expet in this 
World. | 
Qu. By what. Rule ſhall we be convinced that "the 
Scriptare us the Rale , and hath this prebeminence” a+ 
bove the Spirit ? thus Whitehead 'i*w his Apology 
ag. 48. 

: ng When Men -have eſpouſed notions -pro» 
pitious to the principles of pride and » ſeit flattery 
that is in them, *cis: hard ro' convince. them” of their 
miſtakes : hence 'cis, that meer conjectures appear to 
them as the molt convincing demonſtrations ; Other- 
wiſe G. Whitehead would never pleaſe himſelf with 
ſucha groundleſs queſtion as this is.. Ye oppoſe not 
the Scriptures to the holy Spirit, but to the light with» 
ix. Therefore Whitehead deals deceirfully ( like him- 
ſelf) in this queltion, -+ Sets up a/ manofi:Strawy 2 
« 44h of - his own imagination ,-"amdofights' with 
nar. | 440137 3&0 | 

I do therefore | return him this Queſtjon/, 'By | 
what' Rule ſhall we be convinced that the {ight withis 
is the Rx/e, And hath this preheminence above- the 
Scriptures ?-let him 'give as good reaſons 'why the 
light within ſhould have this preheminence above the 
Scriptures\, as we have given why -the Scriprures 
ſhould have the preheminence above the /ipht within. 
_ the Controverlie between us would ſoon be if- 
ued. 

Qu: V/V hat Rule: had the Patriarchs? ' Had they 
any Scriptures ? VV as mot the light within ſufficient to 
poem > if ſo? why not now? | Nh 

Chr. 
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'” . -* Chr. For merto put you upon proof, that they 
i were wholly left to the vo teachings of the _ 
within, would be a task too difficult for you to under. 
take, Forasmuch as they were inliructed, by Dreams , 
ViGons, and by Angels, about things to be done, be- 
yond what the meer /ight in them could diate, But 
though they had not ſuch-writcea Laws and Rules, as 
afterwards God was pleaſed to vouchſafe to his Peo« 
ple; this can be.no argument againſt chat which now 
is farther revealed to us, for our inſtruction, both 
concerning our knowledge of 'God and his Worſhip. 
Did ever ſuch-an objeRtion as this drop from the 
mouth-of Aoſe; or any. of the godly at that time ? 
Did they ſay, Lord, our Fore-fachers were not go- 
yerned by written Precepts, and what need we? Are 
we to preſcribe to him, who-hath abſolute Sove- 
raignty over us, what that Rale is, by which we 
will be governed? . Would ſuch diſputing Divine 
Authority and goodneſs, have beſcemed them? If 
not, then have:you a liberty to do what chey did 
not. dare co pretend to. 1s any thing more evident, 
then that thoſe Laws God gave to 1/raz/, were 
a more perfe& diſcovery of his Will to them, then 
either themſelves before had, or was youchfafed 
£0: other. Nations at that time? And , is ic not 
with reſpe&t to thoſe Written Oracles, ' that they 
were advanced in dignity and - priviledge beyond 
any- other People ? Rom. 3. 1, 2. For which 
cauſe Salvation is ſaid to be of the Jewes. Inafl- 
much as they had: the meanes of Salvation more 
eminently and peculiarly then any other Nations 
befides had- And fo (evere' was God: in keeping 
np the Anthority of that written LAW, that who- 
ſoever ſhould ſeek to draw © them off from it, 
| (chough 
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-our- homage to him. © For this cauſe we-dare nor 
dieated by the Holy Spiric, we think our ſelves oblt- 


dit. 


-rrue by many Horrid Inſtances, 


fel, 


r the pretence of D Droa W, -\ 
et ) they be ſtoned to death. "Das. 
Qu. Is thew the Bible ty God? Ie that ie dns. 

r thy Idol ? away with it. VV as not the Spirit before \| 4 
theſe words ? That ſpoerit we witneſs, ; 
Chy, TheBible is 4? + our (God nor our Idol but 
the means of our knowing God, and how-to pay 


throw it away ,- the words and matter therein being | 


ged to hearken,' and be obedient thereuno:, ., But ' ; 
ie is not the Paper .and Joh that © your ſpite is fo - 3 
much againſt , as the ſexce and* regning, * Tis. this 
Teſt your fouls dread ; for fo long as that is attend- 
ed to, your Impoſtures can'gain licle or no-cre- _- 


Qu. How many have the Scriptures, that yet are ve- 
ver the wiſer nor the better, 

Chr. How many: have the Light within, yea, and 
admire it, and.pretend to walk up.to it, yet area 1 
rant and-as wicked as any? Thou knoweſt 


. .. Qu. That 4s. becanſe they . do,” wat take berd. 40 : 
it. | 
Chr. So ſay I, the fault is not.in' the Scrlpmures 
but in themſelves , that choſe who have them _ are 
no better. Did they ſeriouſly read, . believe, . and 
obey, what is therein written, , they would be 
both wiſer and better. This very. objection +is an-. 
ſwered | Roms. 3.3. For nhat if ſome believe not, ſhall 
their anbelief make the faith of God without ef» 


Qu, *Tis danger for ignorant People to read thems : 
SO 
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Chr. Then you would have us believe, when 
you diſſwade' people from rhe*+ Scriptures, it is in 
"meer kindneſs to' them, to prevent their danger. 
But of whom learned you tobe fo kind ?; Was 
'it from the Zighe within ? ''or ſome Franciſcan 
Eryar ? | n1_O | 993 
" "Bur if there be ſuch danger in- ignorant Peoples 
'reading the Scriptgres? How 'then ſhall they'be'in- 
- pap in thoſe things that concern their eternal wel- 

re? 
| > By atteriding to the light within. 

'Chy, But what if this light within cannot fully: in- 
ſtrut them ? 

Qu: They need not doubt that. 

Chr. But they may : multitudes have pretended to 
follow this [ght within, yet have been deceived and 
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- * miſpnided: and we ſce that the /ight in one man 


teacheth one thing, and the /;ght in another a dire& 
contrary, even amongſt your ſelyes., ſo thar there 
"can be no certainty of truth or error, fin or duty, by 
this. For that which is ſin to one Man, is and may 
be- duty to another ; And conſequently. fin is” no- 
thin 

Os For their help, they would do well to attend npon 
otty Miniſtry 

Chr. Sure you are not in earneſt, Have you 
ſo often called people from onripard teachings; 
and do you now ſet up what you' have ſo' long op- 
poſed and cryed down? Dotrh not this pro- 
claim alond the inſufficiency of-*the /ight within ? 
And all your clamorous outcries aguaſt others , 


yain ? 


'Qu. Nay O8v- EIT: 
Light. *%aw M1 "SXE21 - oj 
| Chr. What. needs this DireQion; if-1he Zighe- 
every way ſufficient ? But admit they ſhould:at« 
tend your Miniſtry, How -ſhall: they know-that 
what they ſay'is true ? AD | 
Qu. They cannot deceive them, for they are led\by) © 
au. Infallible. ſpirit. my 
Chy: But” what affurance- can they have of that? 
Many: may - pretend ( as you- uſually 'do)) to ſpeak 
immediately from: the - Spirit, 'and yer -lie; muſt 
they venture ' their eternal ſtates 'meerly upon the 
yrs of your Miniilry? -( and amovogſt others ſucks 
as Fox , Dewsberry, Athinſin , Whitehead, Criſp 
and Pew, &c, that ' are fo xcediiogy corrupt , 
ſome of them in Morals, others in-the Principles 
of Religion: ) 1 ſee-then *twill tro-be: ſafeſt ro- keep 
cloſe to the DoRrine- taught in the holy Scriptures, 
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that will not deceive; but you both may and do deceive,” 


From the whole . I apprehend thus-tnuch: rhat you 
are very ſenſible of 'an'inconfiſtency: iti your opinions, 
with: that truth delivered in the Scriptures ; and that 
you - can | never ( as you would. } obtrude upon 
others, the lying fancies of your own brains, ill 
firſt you do prevail' with them to rej the Scriptures. 
Hitherro it is, that all your quarrels againſt the writtes 
word tend. 

Having: heard your opinion concerning the Scrip- 
tures-, pray, acquaint' me honeftly- and © truly; 
what you belieye concerning the perſon of Jeſus 
Chriſt > | 

Qu. Webehieve he is the Son of God, and that as con» 
cerning the fleſh, was Crucified and put to death at Jers» 


alem, &c. | 
as A 


” but may 1 take it ( without equivocations- and © 

meanings ) to be the true and fincere belief of © 

your friends? 
Qu. Tee verily. 


.. Chr. Verily I much doubt it, foraqmuch as you 


ently taunt at thoſe that profeſs their belief'in, 


- - and expe to be ſaved by this Jeſus, as beliey- 


ing imn-2 perſon without them'\, ſaying Chriſt \is 
within: and there is-no other Chriſt but chat with- 
in every man, If this be ſo ,-( as thou knoweſt *ris 
crue ) how can 1 believe you really mean as you 
ſpeak, when you'do fo palpably contradi& your: 
felves ? | | 

Qu. Y Ye ſpeak and mean ſincerely , but tho un- 
derſland'ft us not. 

Chr. I remember Criſp ( one of your Miniſtty ) 
asked me what Chriſt I owned? I told bim; I did 
not believe any meer principle or ſpirit in men to. 
be the Chriſt, becauſe fuch a meer principle was not 
capable of ſuffering that which Chriſt ſuffered : 
Criſp faid, This Was Blaſphemy. But, Is this Blaſ- 
phemy , to. ſay; the /ight within cannot be crucifi- 
ed? I farther told him, Thar the Chriſt I believ'd, 
was no other then that perſon the Scriptures ſpeak 
of The Word made fleſh, God manifeſted in the 
fleſh, called Emanuel, God with us, not the meer 
Godhead of the Son, nor the meer manhood, bur 
God and Man united in one perſon, that is the 
Chriit, 

To which Criſp replyed, Then 7 know the begin- 
ing and. Date of thy Chriſt. 1 asked him wherher he 
conſidered what he ſaid > He anſwered, 1 ſay 4s 
gain, I know the beginning and Date of thy Chriſt 3 

| many 
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\Þ rradiced: him not ;/ whence 1. conclude 
mind and fence of them all. 1f.chis be: rrve ( as + © 
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many. credible perſons in Zonden can teſtifie;) then 
Fhether-icbe nor an apparent contradiction to: what 


thou didft before proteſs > And whether that pro- 
feflion . of, thine be not deeply guilty of equivocatiod 


and deceit ; Speaking one thing, yet really intending 


another : alſo bringing in another Chriſt gnd Goſpel, 
which is by Pan/ pronounced Accurit, Gal. 1. 8,9. 
Doth not this >peech of Cri/ps carry with it a'plain 
denyal both of the divine and humane inature ' of 
Chriſt? For if he know the beginning and date 
of this Chriit, then he is not God, for as God, he 
was before alt beginning. And if he know the Date 
of this perſon , ( viz, ) When he ceaſed to be; 
Then there can be no ſuch perſon in being as 
Chriſt, 
Qu. Alaſs for thie, theſe are thy own Dark Imas 
ginations. ; 
Chr. Call them what you pleaſe. | Thus I am 
certain Criſp ſpoke. But if thou canſt explain his 
words, and render them more — and con- 
fittent with what at firſtthou did protels ; I am ve- 
ry willing to hear thee. 3h 
Qu. 7 fay again, we do believe in that Chriſt which 
dyed at Jeruſalem. > 
.Chr. Richard Stubbs a Quaker , asking Elizabeth 
VV hetherly , how ſhe expeRed to be ſaved ; ſhe an- 
fwered , by that Jeſus who was born of the Vir- 
gin" and dyed at Jeruſalem; Srubs told her thar 
was. the' falſe Chriſt, and an Avtichriff, But that 
you may not think this was a hafty/ word dropped 
from a novice Quaker: Hear what George* Fox, 
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- your great Prophet *) ſaich in'his great Myſtery , 
© p,:206. If there be any other Chrifl but he f hg ; 
' * crucified: within, he « the falſe Chriſt, And he that © 

* hath not this Chriſt that was crucified within, s a Re* 
* probate. And further ſaith, pag. 207, That Gods 
* Chrift is not diftintt from the Saints, and he that 
© eates the fleſh of. Chriſt hath it within him , p. 210. 
This he ſpeaks in oppoſition to them , ' who af. 
firm'd Chriſts abſence from his People, as to his 
corporal preſence; can any man be more plain in: 
denying the perſon of Chriſt without him ? Yea, 
Doth he not in effet ſay, That he is the falſe 
Chriſt ? Let-me propoſe this Queſtion: Is this Chriſt 
within, God or a Creature? if God; I as, How 
can God be crucified ? Wilt thou dare ro maintain 
this Blaſphemy? If a creature, Are you not then 
aſhamed to make ſuch a noiſe and trouble in the 
World about this /ight Within, Which after all 
thac Homage and Worſhip you have piyen to it , 
appeares to be no more then a meer Creature. Is 
it not true then , that you who-worſhip this he 
within, are as groſs Idolaters as they who worſhip 
the Sun ? 
- Qu. Theſe are ſlanders and lies, we own that | 
Chriſt which dyed at Jeruſalem. | | 
' .Chr. You may fatisfie your ſelves with ſuch Im- 
pertinent and ridiculous anſwers; Though I can af-' 
ſure you, theſe are the words of. your Friends, and 
never were ( as I know ) retracted by them, nor 
contradicted by any others of you: yer ſecing you 
affirm-that youdo believe in that perſon that dyed at. 
7Zernſalem, be ingenious, and acquaint me wherefore 
he came into-the World; and for what end did he 


ſuffer * 
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|. 2». To be « living example 19 all Generationhs Bs 
at | faith Naylor in his Love to the bof, printed, 1656: 


28: A : ; 32s ; 

Cbr. Is this all? Did the word take fleſh, and 
was the fleſh crucitied for no other end'and pux- ' 
pole, then meerly to be an. example ? Then all the 
Generations of rhea Good and Bad, that dyed: be- 
fore the appearance of the word in fleſh, could no 
ways be concerned in the ends thereof: For, what uſe 
or advantage could an example be to-them that were 
dead before ? Certainly this is not all thou haſt to ſay 
to this point. 

2n, He came to work Redemption- | 

Chr. This is nearer the matter I Qwere, for whom 
or what, did he work this Redemption ? 

Bu. There is a ſeed to which the promiſe of Redemption 
is, which ſeed is that which only wants Redemption 3 thus 
Naylor in the aforcſgid Book, Page 4745. 9% 

Chr. Naylor ſaith, That Chrift is tbe eleflion and the 
elec ſeed, pag.32.and Fox in his Great Myſtery, pag-224« - 


Y fc115 us, the ſeed to which the promiſe is, Is that which 


bath been laden as a Cart with ſheaves by the finer, which 
ſeed is the Hope Chriſt. 

If then Redemption be of this ſeed, and this ſeed 
be Chriſt, either there muſt be more Chriſts then 
one, or elle Chrift came to redeem bimſelf. ' Again, 
that Chriſt without, you eſicemi to be but a creature 
whoſe beginning and Date you know 3 but. the 
ſed within you is God. Tell me ferioufly 
whether a creature can Redeem the Creator ? Is 


F this accordiog to' the pattern 'of wholſome words, 


that form- of, found DoEtrine 3 or js it not_ palpa- 
ble cantirig ? Dare you pretend to be guided by 
an Infallible Spirit, and yer be guilty of ſuch. gib» 

D beriſh 
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beriſh and-folly > Was Chriſt within ever undef 

the curſe, or a ſinner ? For ſuch that. were ſinner t 
zn1 under the curfe, Chrift dyed for, Rom. 5, $, 
Gol. 3. 10. 13. Again, if Chriſt without, came tolf 1 
redeert Chrift within, why is it you ſlight the Re 
deemer as a perſon withoutz or doth that ſeed off f 
' light in thee which he came to redeem, teach. the | 
. to be fo unworthy and ingrateful tro its Redeemer as 

to haveall the glory and preheminence aſcribed tg 

it ſelf ? 

1 Here thouſpeweſt thy dark mind, and that thou 
art ftill in the Imagination, underſtanding neither the Rt» 
demption, nor the Seed. & | 

Chr. Doth this anſwer become. the- ſeriouſnels 
of the matter under conſideration ? I intreat thee 

(if thou carſ}) explain this Riddle to me; how 

this ſced within which you {o often call a meaſurt 

of God, yea God himſelf. This which you have f@ 

much magnif:d above all that is without. How 

this ſhould be redcemed by Chriſt without? For T pro 

fels I underſtand not this paradox, as you pretend 

to do. 
«s From the whole I am very well fatished how 
you own that Jeſus which dyed at Fermſalem, and 
do believe that it you live and dye with thoſe uns 
worthy and baſe thoughts you now have concers 
ning him, that you will be in danger of eternal 
Ruine. 

I (hall proceed to another queſtion, whereas you 
afhrm Perfed;ou attainable in this life, T would 
krow what it 1s you mean by Perfe&ion ? | 

Lu. Doeſt thou deny Perfection attainable in this lifes 
any poynt more plainly aſſerted, then this, in that which 
then cail't thy Rule, ( viz) the Scriptures ? 


Chr. 
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- Chr. Ifr 
thou argue from them ? . | me 
. Du. Not becauſe I own it to beſo, but thou doeft, and 
> toff 1rmwauld convince thee by them. & 
Re-l Ch. Bur if the Scriptures be not the Rale, nor a 
| orff full declaration of the mind and will of God to us. 
the How ſhall I know whether what thou wilt urge from 
rf them be true or no? 
| wfl Ou; Dorf not thou call the Scriptures the word of God, 
and thy Rule : will is not. then be ſufficient, if by them, I 
tho prove perfettion attainable in this life? 
Refi Chr. If no other medium can be- thought of fo 
{| firand appoſite for the determining of this point, , 
vw do not you then make them 'to be your Rule here- 
&J in, | 
owl 9. I wonder thou ſhouldſt infiſt ſo much upon this, 
rt fince I bave told thee T own it not as the Rulle, only T 
{of mould convince thee by it. 
WF Chr. But if there be any other way, of greater Au- 
ro-F thority then this, by which this point may be proved; 
nd why will you not urge it ? | 
Oz. There needs no other medinam be made uſe of 
"Wy tothee. . 
nd Chr. Then I perceive you are forced as much as' 
n*J any others to borrow from the Scriptures, without 
1 which you can no more prove any thing either 
ay conccraing Chriſt, or perfe&tion, then a mecr Irdiane . 
Therefore ſeeing thou wouldfi be at a loſs ſhould 
Wy not the Scriptures be admitted, (in this caſe of ne-- 
ay celfity} Iam very willing they ſhould determine this 
© queſtion. But firtT would know what chou mecan'ft 
54 by.perfeRion ? gs 
hb #. Now thou rux'ſt to meanings, but we doyy 
Þ meanings. | 
D z 
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he Scriptures be not thy Rule why ddeft 


- Chr. Something there muſt be - wherein: yoal 
differ from Chriſtians in this matter 3 *Tis but rea; 
Jonable I ſhould : know wherein that difference lics, 
For they ſay, Perfettion in the language of the 
Scriptutes, ( which thou admit ſhould be thel]. 
Rule by which. this controverſie ſhould be: derersf] 
mined) often ſignitics fincere and upright. Thay 
7b, David, ae. other holy perſons were perte&t j 
yet this is not (atisfaQtory to you, what more do you 
intend? 

Ou. We bold a perfefi freedom from all fin in this life. 

Chr I wonder not then, that Chrittians ſhould 
difſent from you herein 3 and if I may judge of this nos 
tion by your courſe and praGtiſe,it cauſeth much pride, 
preſumption, hinders all holy fear, humility, ſel 
jealoufie, watchfulneſs, and induſtrious endeavours to 
preſevere in a holy courſe to th: end. | 

Du. Alas for thee! where wonldft thou be perfetily 
free from fin, if not in this life ? | 

Chr. Ia Heaven, though thy queſtion Imports 
aSif there were no ſuch fiate after death, where! 
Believers ſhall be perte&. However, If thou wilt 
prove a perfect freedom from all fin ( that is of all 
kinds, and degrees of fin) in this life, thou ng 
prove it to.me, eicher by Scriptures, or inſtances of 
any perſon (Chriſt excepted) that ever attain'd to ſuch 
a p:rtcCtion. | | 

Ou. Wilt thon plead for fin.and for mens living in ſin? 

Chr. God forbid 3 I diſtinguiſh between tia bes 
ingin men, and inens living in fin, If thou can 
prove a perfect freedom from fins inherency, that 
there is not any degree of it remaining. in the 
beti of men in- this life, let me hear 'it 3 but x& 
merpber chou muſt prove it by Scriptures, or Ins, 
ltances, On. 
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a. Chzifah and a Quaker. 7 
'f Qu. Twill prove i# by both, ( 1) by Scriptares, Phil, 
3-15. 4s many as are perfett be thus minded, Mat. 5:48. 
Be perfell gs your Heavenly Father is perfe&, (2) byitr 
ftantes, many of tut friends do wimeſs it- | 
\ Chr. That Text, #bil.3. 15. proves it not. for 
hu the Apoſtle ſpeaks-juſt before, that he was not 'per- 
2 1 fea, vers 12, that'is, had not perfectly attained. 
Let ns then as many 4s. are: perfet$\ be; thus minded. 
How minded ? To preſs towards the\ Reſurrection 
ifs ff the Dead, Had they. been perfet in thy fence, 
this exhortation was altogether 'needleſs. Theres» 
fore by perfeftion no more can be underſtood in 
this Text, then fincere, or upright, accompariel 
If. wn an earneſt reaching aftcr -perteion, as . Pawt 
id. 
"Of For that Text, Mat, 5- 4. Be. perfe® as your 
Hy Heavenly F ather is os I preſume. thou. intend*ſt 
not that we ſhould be perfectly powerful ,, wiſe, 
ard good as God is for then we ſhould be God : 
What then is the: meaning of the Text, but this; 
ile} Be merciful as your heavenly Father is merciful; 
all } That is, love your enemies; do good to them that 
# | hate you; The ' context clears this, Thele Texts 
of | therefore are of no advantage to your-: pokitian, ' yea | 
<> | that perfefiivn, this Text perſwades. unto, ſuc 
proves your Imperfettion, conlidering how little you 
424 abound in love toyour enemies, and tothem.thathate 
e. | you. Inſomuch that your conlciences muſt. needs. 
0 |} ftand convinced (if not fear'd) of extream Imper+ 
at $ fccion and wickedneſs. 


1c Secondly, As: to. :thy inftances3 thou ſayſt many 
> of thy friends witneſs it. Though. this be 
1» | no other then a--proud opinion: of your elves, a- 


ring from pride and fſelfefla in ; L.. 
[4 pride . "v5 you 3 Ft 
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I Dialogue -betiween + | 
ſhall examine ſome of them. (1) There was one 
of thy tricnds:that- pretended; to \pertection 3 yet 
that ſame perſon F proved. guilty of ' Blaſphemy, 
in {aying the Kingdom of Heayen was in his.Dog, 
'The ' fame man. (as if he had refpet neither to 
God, his word, nor his own. credit ) interprets 
that Text, Lam. 4. 20. (which intends 3 premul 
to mean the Spirit of God in.-man, which he calls 
the Annointed Lord, as you may ſee ati his Pamphlet,ins 
tituled Damnable Hereſie Diſcovered. Arc ſuch inſtances 
as theſe, the characters of a Perfect Man ? 

bx Bolton, another. of thy tricads, (aid he was 
Rp Nevertheleſs, this Bolton, did lately bty 
fore many witneſſes, ca)l the cternal God to wit» 
neſs that he knew not ſuch a Man, when yet that 
perſon was his. infirnace acquaintance. He having 
(as appears) let flip ſome unadviled words, in .the 
hearing of that Man and his Wife. To whom: in 
a little time he went (though: he fo! ſolemnly gixos 
teſted he knew no ſuch man) and enguires 
whether ever he ſpake ſuch words in their hearing} 
They juſtified he did 3 he then again: calls/ the: & 
- Cerxnal God to witneſs, that he neyer (aid fo.. This 
kind of faying and denying is ordinary with this 
Rolton, which 1 am cex-ain is far enough from being 
the property of ſinſels man. © To 
3- George White: head (whatever his. boaſts; are} 
isno perfet# man for I have, and can prove hint 
guilty of deceit: and falſhood . in matter of fact. 
Infomuch that meeting him. alone in the ſtreet, 3 
asked him, (not in. an aſſaulting manner as he re- 
rorts) but ſoberly, whether he was -not aſhamed) 
of that Paper he had given out,” whercin he' pres. 
ended to »ive an account of a. diſcourſe TR 
» fy im 
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him and my ſelf, a lictle be 


fore 3 He giving no + 
ſatisfatory anſwer, I told him he was a Knave, - © 
that is a falſe deceirful man, which the old man, 
or ſomething elſe in him could not well bear. The 
tealons why I ſpake, were for denying his opi- 
nions, when charg'd with them 3 (viz) Denying 
the perſon of Jeſus Chrift, and the: Reſurrection 
of the Body : He call'd this an impudent Iye, and 
ſlander. But that he and the Quakers are guilty in 
this matter, and do really deny as before char- 
gedz Iwill undertake to demonfirate to any per- 
ſon, our diſcourſe was only upon cne of thee, - 
(viz.) the ReſurreRion of the Body, whether he 
be innocent herein, I ſhall referr you to the dil- 
courſe following, touching this point : wherein you 
have the ſ\umm of what he faid, and believes con- 
cerning it. -If then it do appear that the and the 
Owahkers do deny the Reſurre&ion of the Body 3 then 
White-head is not only guilty of deceit, but his evil is 
the more aggravated, from his calling this an Impu- 
dent lye and {Jander. 

2. He that ſhall give a falſe relation of what 
another man aſſerts, and do it wiltully, (as ap*+ 
pears he hath done, from his own confellion mn 
that very Paper, acknowledging explications to 


be given of thoſe poſitions he mentionsz yet give 


not the leaſt hint what thoſe explications were ) 
I Gay ſuch a man is falſe and deceitful; but thus 
hath he done. Wherefore I am ſo far from be- 
lieving he is perte&, that I confeſs my ſelf to re- 
main. under the ſetled pcrſwaſion of his Imper- 
fecion and diſhoneſty. And whereas he 1s plea» 
ſed to call this Rayling, let him read: George Fox 
in his Great Myftery, pag. 62. And he will there be 
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informed, that'to ſpeak trath, is not to give bad” 
- words. . 


'** Further, this White-bead pretending to give a re- 
lation of what hapned, at a meeting in Devonſhire- 
Houſe, the 18th, of the ſeventh moneth : dothr ic 
with ſo much partiality, as renders him guilty of 
very great Imperfeftion. Saith he, The Baptiſts 
ſeem'd more like Beaſts then Men; and made a 
"hideous noiſe, when anſwers ſhould be - given, 
Whereas White-bead cannot be ignorant that he 
had more liþerty to ſpeak for himſelf, then his 
Opponent was 'allowed. Neither had White-head 
thoſe interruptions and Afﬀronts by the Baptilts, 
as his antagoniſt ” had from the Quakers; who 
manifeſted as much Rudeneſs , 'as the worlt fort of 
men are wont to do to their oppolers. But George 
White-head often ſpeaking, as if he would anſwer 
the Queſtion, did little more, ( as his own narra- 
tive ſhews ) then multiply repetitions of what he 
at firſt ſaid ; which was ſo bnedenſome to the com- 
Dany, that therefore they called upon him, ( which 
ne calls clamours and hideous noiſe, } To ſpeak 
directly to the Queſtion, ( viz. ) Whetl ex this 
Body of fleſh and bones ſhall riſe again ?' To 
which White-bead anſwered, That this Body of fleſh 
nd bones ſhall not riſe again. Yet (o it is, This anſwer 
of his is wholly left out of that Narrative. But 
why'it ſhould be omitted, I ſee no reaſon; except 
that either his conſcience was not ſo good, as to 
teach' him to give an honeſt and impartial ac- 
count or elſe that his memory was fo bad that 
wt occur'd not to his mind when he was writing 
that Narrative, If cither of theſe, then 'tis vis 
dat IP bite beads faculties have not arrived to that 
INIT TEC a3 4 0 Re» 
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Refitude as is meet they 'ſhould. Hence T'con- ©. * 

ccive it to be more properfor him to be angry  ' 

with himſelf , for being deceirtul , then with ano- 
ther for telling him he is ſo. 

4+ George Fox that wrote the Great' Miſtery of 
the Great Whore, whom the Qaakers eſteem as'one 
moſt eminent among(t them. There 1s enough in - 
that Book to prove him to be borh a deceiver, and 
a Blafphemer 3 thoſe few inſtances before given 
of ſome of his opinions, may put us beyond all 
doubt in this matter. - 

Moreover, this Fox hath publickly been dete&- 
ed in many inſtances, for miſreading | or perver- 
ting the Scriptures, and that deliberately in his 
Books, See a Book, called The Spirit of the Quakers 
Tryed, Printed, 1672, 

Many more Inſtances I could produce, and 
give ſuch Characters of their imperfection 3 bur 
theſe may ſuffice to ſhew the Invalidity of this 
proof from your friends, +pretending to witneſs 
perfeQion, 

' Qu. Tfall this were true concerning, theſe perſons, 
it follows not , but that they might attain toperfeiion in 
this life.- | 

Chr. To prels towards perte@tion 15 Our duty. 
But whether it ſhall be the priviledge- of any on 
this fide Death, I queſtion , but that any Quaker 
can arrive to Perfeftion ( in the way they are in 


\ I believe is utterly impoſſible , ' except it be to be 


more perfeatly the children of Death: then they 
were before, Is this the way to be perteAaly tree 
from fin, to deny the Perſon of Jctus Chit, 
without them , to ſlight his ioftitutions, to aban» 
don the Scripture as the Rule We wnay- 49 rea- 
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ſonably. conclude, that the way for a man to haye 
perfect health, is to eat Mercury as his common 
food, and to drink the juice of Toads and Spiders 
as his common Drink. | 

The next thing I ſhall propoſe, is, Whether you 
beheve the Reſurreftion of the Body ? | 

Qu. Wedobelieve it, and whatever is ſaid other- 
wiſe of us are lyes and flanders ? 

Chr. What then doth Twrmer ( one of your 
friends ) mean by theſe arguments? ( 1 ) If the 
bedies of men riſe again, then there is a preheminence, 
zz the bodies of Men above the bidyes of. Beaſts, which 
25 to give Solomon the Iye. Ecclet. 3. 19 (2) Ff 
the bodies of men ſhould riſe again 3, this is to give Job 
#he lye : who ſaith, the Eye that ſees me, ſhall ſee me 
mo more, Job. 7. 8. 

And thirdly , That fleſh and blood ſhall not inher.t 
tbe Kingdom of God. Is not the Import hereof a 
manifctt denyal of the Refurre&ion of the Body ? 

Qu. Tſay we own the Reſurrettion of the Body, and 
wils thou in thy envy and darkneſs ſay we deny it? 

Chr. Foraſmuch as I am certain, many of your 
minitiry have oppoſed and difputed againſt this 
Principle. How can I but think you have ſome 
fecret reſerved meaning, ( like the Jeſuitical c+ 
quivocation ) coucht under this Profeſſion. 

Qu. We deny meanings and deceit ; we ſpeak, in 
Flaixmeſs and ſimplicity, what we believe. 

Chr. , What fignifies your denying deceit in 
words, ſo- long as you are ſo notoriouſly guilty 
of it, in practice, I defire thou wouldſt honeſtly 
inform me what that body is, thou believeſt ſhall 
miſe again? | 

Que. MWouldjt tho have me to be wiſe above what is 
written ? Chr. 
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\ "Ghr. By no means, Ie would be'thy mercy, were I 


thou wiſe according to what is written, But why 
art thou' ſo modeſt now, not to pretend to be wile 
.above what is written ? fince thou haſt ſo often 
denyed the written word to be the Rule 3 advan- 
cing the Jight within above it. Surely then this ſee- 
ming eſt pretence, is but a cover to hide ſome- 
thing, thou would not haye me or others ac- 
quainted with, 

Qu. Ir it not written, thou fool that which thou 
ſoweſt is not the body which ſhall be, but God givetbit 
4 body as pleaſeth him. | 

Chr. Thus White-bead replyed, and. George: Fox 
the younger ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe. To Fools 
{ Gaicth he ] 1þ:tſay this body of natural fleſh and bones 
ſhall riſe. T ſay the body which is ſawn \ is not the body 
which ſhall be. IT quere whether both thele perſons 
do not tacitly deny the ReſurreQtion of the Body ? 

Qu. Inn wiſe, for we ſay every ſeed ſhall bave its 
own. Kody ? 

Chr. But anſwer dire&ly, ſhall this body riſe 
again? if not, what ſeed that is, which ſhall have 
its own Body ? 

Qu. I muſt anſwer you inthe Apoſtles words where- 
with be anſwered ſuch Fools as put the ſame queſtion, 
x :Cor. 15. 35.36, 37;38. Thou Fool, that which 
thou ſoweſt is nat the Body which ſhall be. 

Chr. This anſwer White: beed (aid is ſufficient for 
ſuch buſie intruding Fools. But he would do well 
to examine who. tis the Apoſtle calls Fools z not 
they that believed, but they that deny*d the Reſur- 
xecion of the Body. Twas perſons of the ſame 
perſwafion with the Nwakers in this point. What 
fay. you is that which God giveth a body to as 
pleaſeth him ? Ds, 


_ 


Du, Tis that which the Apdſtle ſaith, to every ſeed 
335 0104 body. | 
Chr. What is that Seed? 
Du. © Thus being unſatisfied with the Apoſtles anſwer 
obtrude © ueftions. , - 
, Chr. The Apofile faith, It ſhall be raiſed, that IT 
can have referrence to nothing elſe but the Body 
which dyed. Tt is ſown in -corruption 3 Ft is 
raiſcd in incorruption, 3 Cor. 15 . 42, 43, 44 4nd 
this Mortal ſhall put on Immortality.' This corruptible 
ſhallput on incorrmption. verl. 53, 57. | 
Qu. Doh not the Apoſtle ſay expreſly, verl. 37. The 
bcdy #bat thou ſoweft is not the body which ſhall be , & ec. 
Chr. Yes, and he doth as expreſly tell us, This 
- Mortal foall fart on Immortality. The Apoſtle then in, 
purſuance of his own Metaphors, ( though Meta- 
phors as we ſay run not of all four, yet it agrees in 
this ) that the Body given 7:, is the fame for ſub» 
ftancez the fame that was ſown, Tt is not quickned, 
except I; dye, ver 36. To this purpoſe he ſpeaks 
elſewhere. Rome B. 11. ſpall quicken your mortal 
* Bodyes can any other be meant by mortal , then 
the fame for ſubſtance, only called a Body*given 
to :; beeauſe jt 'is fo changed from Þts accidents 
of corruption and mortality. According to 
that, He ſhall cbange our vile Bodies, Phil. 3. 21. 
This canriot be meant of a new created Body ; 'be- 
cauſe ſuch a Body cannot be faid to be either Vile, 
or Changed. Ifthen this, It benot the body which - 
dyed, but another. How can that be called a Re- © 
furreQion , for that ſuppoſeth the ſame? Tf ano- 
ther, then*tis more properly a creation of a new 
body , then the ReſurreQtion of the Body. . Be 


plain wich me and let me know what this IT is ?And - 
GJ what 
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what this mortal is, that muſt put on Immortality ? 


'Tis expreſs, the Apoſile treats of the: ReſurreQtion 
of the Dad. Conſequently the Body which 1s rai- 
ſed, muſt be the Body that was Dead. If not this 


body, Is it the Soul? This you cannot intend ; for 


you ſay the ſoul is part of Gods beiovg; ahd conle- 
quently that Dyes not. If not this, is'it the ſeed, that 
which you call the light and ſpirit of God in the ſoul 
This neither can be afferted, for that alſo you fay is 
God. If none of theſe, neither the body nor the foul. 
be this 1T which ſhall be raiſed; I quere, how the 
Saints can be concerned in the comtort of the Do@rine 
of the Reſurre@ion of the Dead ? therefore I intreat 
thee to anſwer direQly 3 ſhall: this body rife again 


or not? 


©u. This body of fleſh and bones ſhall not riſe again, 


ſaid George Whitehead, before many witnefles. 

Chr. 1s not this a denyal of the Returrection of 
the body? _ | | 

Qu. Nay, for though T believe not the ReſurreTion of 
this body, yet 1 do of a body for every ſeed (hall bave us 
own body, &c. | h 

Chr. George Fox the younger, in the colleGtion 
of his books, pag. 2 10. faith, There is « ſeed of the Ser- 
pent, and the ſeed of Chrift ; and they that diſcern the 
body of each ſeed, are not the fools which are queſtis- 
ning bow the dead ſhall be raiſed, and with what bedies 
they ſhall come forth ? for they know that all may-kgnd 
will be found in one of theſe two ſeeds,” But Fox doh 
not inform us what this ſeed of Chriſt, and. the 
ſeed of the Serpent is ; each of which (hefaih) 
ſhall have their own body, And fince he talls 
them fools, (that is the Apoſiles and all. true Chit» 
ftians) that fay this body of ficſh and bones ſhall 
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riſe again; 'tis manifeſt Fox intends another b6- 
dy: But what body ( according to his Tenents ) is 
utterly unintelligible. 

* For if this ſeed of the Serpent be only fin, and 
the ſeed of Chriſt only grace or, the light within ; 
then Fox muſt bz underſtood thus, That *tis only 
fin and grace which (hall riſe again 3 But if fin be 
but an accident, how can we-conceive that this 
ſhould riſe without its ſubject; And if grace only 
ſhall riſe, then it muſt be faid of it, That it was 
ſown a natural, corruptible, and moreal body. And 
it the body riſe not, then grace alfo ſhall be raiſed 
without its fubje&, Is it credible, That this ſhould 
be all the Apoſtle intends by the Refurreqion of 
the Dead? . Are ſuch dictates as theſe according 
to that form of found doGrine which Chriſtians 
thould hold faſt unto? or 1s it imaginable that 
perſons thus ſpeaking are guided by an Infallible 
Spirit, as they moft-wickedly pretend ? 

Du. Thonin thy envious and malitions mind mayſt 
report, that we deny the reſurrefion of the dead body, but 
we wall ſay it is an impudent lye 3 for we believe the Ke- 
furrefiion of the body, though we know not what that 
body is which ſhall riſe. 

_ Chr. Thou faidii before, the light within was the 
Divine Eſſence, and now thou fayeft thou know- 
eſt not what this body is: cither then thy light 
within thee 15 not God, or God knows not all 
things : But if God do know all things, and con- 
fequently what this body is which ſhall riſe ; Then 
what thou affirm'ſt of this l;ght within 15 a lye. 

But is there not hypocrifie and deceit in this 
pretencez Thou fayclt there is a body that ſhall 


riſe, and doſt thou not know 'what body thotr 
meaneſt; 


Ko 


a Chy 
meaneſt, though thou thus ſpeak ? .IFf ir 


ſpeak it out ? And fince thou art not free to do 
that, Give me leave to relate what I know many 
of ycur friends do indeed believe, and have afſer- 
ted concerning this matter» We own ( (ay they) 
the Reſurreflion > That is, we witneſs it. Bur 
what 1s it you witneſs ? The Reſwurreficn of the 
ſeed ; what then is this ſeed ? 'Tis the light, "tis 
Chriſt in you. But is this all the Scriptures in- 
tend by the ReſurreRion of the dead ? was Chrift 
and the light within ſown a natural, a mortal, and 
a corru»tible Body ? Is this your witnefling to 
the Scriptures ? not only -to deny the Dod@rine 
therein delivered, but in the ſtead thereof, aſſert 
and maintain blaſphemy ? I and aſtoniſhed, that ut 
thou haſt ſuch a light in thee, as thou pretendeft 5 
ic doth not condemn and reprove ſuch wicked and 
perilous conceits. 

Dn. Alas for thee thou vain ignerant man, thou know- 
eſt not theſe things, but ſpeakeſt evil. of what thou under- 
ſt axd:ſt not. 

Chr. Theſe are your common, ( though ridicu- 
lous and childiſh ) refleions, but how they will 
ſecure you from the juſt cenſure of judicious and 
godly perſons, I ſee not ; was ever any perſons 
( the Jeluites themſelves ) more apparently guilty 
of equivocation and deceit then you are ? 
Scriptures ſpeak of the Reſurrection as a thing to 
come 3 but you intend it of tomething palt, and 
witneſs in your (elves, what is falſbood and deccic, 
if this be not * The Scriptures. ſpeak of the 'Re- 
ſurreion of Chriſt in his own perſon, as of the 
firſt fruirs, as the pledye and pattern of the Re- 
furrction of his people. That ReſurreQtion : 
Chri 
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$4 Salome i 
dye. more. Revel. t. He was dead, and is alive, and 

| Fives for ever. And you ſpeak of no other Refſur- 
reHion;” bart of Chrilts dying and rifing in you. 
Is this the language of the - holy (pirie ſpeaking. in 
the Scriptures, or 15 It agreeable to it? Is it not 
eafie to gueſs by what ſpirit you are guided ? And 
is not the import of thy opinion hereabout, a 
palpable denyal of all future and diftin& Beings 
and Exiftencies after Death? And can it have any 
other tendency, . then to all kind of-impicty and 


wreligion ? For if the dead riſe not, then Chriſt is not 


riſen, and all preaching and believing is no other 


1 


Chit in his own perſon is paſt, and he ſhall never} 


buc an impoſture and fancy, and the Apoſiles are _ 


found falſe witneſſes : And it the foul return '1nto 
God being a part of God, (as that great impoſtor 
George Fox affirms) what need any man at all tobe 
concerned about Religion ? For whether we do 
good or evil, *tis all one as to the event for the 
body periſheth for ever, and the ſoul cannot mif- 
carry, being God. 'Tis no wonder then you re+ 
probate the Scriptures, and the perſon of Jelus 
Chriſt without you ; Foraſmuch as cleaving to 
tem, ſignifies no mor: as to the iſſue, then the 
rcjeQing of them. Thus do you undermine the very 
foundations of Faith, Hope, and Holineſs of lite, 


tice Hymeneres and Philetus, 2 Tim. 2. 17, who ſaid }. ' 


the Reſurrection 15 paſt alreadv. 

And do alſo herein proclaim to the World that 
your Religion is a meer cheat, calculated only to the 
ſervice of the Devil, and your own liſts: fince, for any 


eternal advantaye rhat is to be reaped by it, that your/ ' 


Tenents manitc(tly Deny. 
From the premifes,you and others may underſtand 


the reaſon why I oppoſe the Chriſtian -to © the 
BD uaker, Though 
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| Though I very well kriow, The Luakers can- 
not.endure to be Catechized, yet (forthe 
ſake of others) I ſhall ſum up what hath 
- been before ſaid, In this following Cate- 
chiſm : That by the anſwers to each Que- 
ſtion, (which are no other than what the 
Bnakers give, both in words and practiſe ) 
any perſon (though but of ordinary capa- 
-=&j may apprehend the: Pride; Errour, 
and Wickedneſs, that is both 1n theſe peo 
ple, and their opinions. 


2FJ-- may we be ſaved ? 


A. By obedience to the light within, 

9. What is this light within ? 

A *Tis God, faith G. Whitehead. 

9. How is this proved ? 

A. From Foh. 1. 4. If the Life be the Divine E- 
fence, The Light within mult be fo alfo.. For fuch 
"ihe cauſe is, ſuch the effe& mult be. G. White- 

ead | 

9. Will. Pen direfly contradis this in bis Apology, 
pag. 10g. affirming the effe can never be ſo worthy 
4s the'canſe : which of them muſt be believed ? 

A. Will. Pen ſpeaks only with reference to. the 
Scriptures, 1n which ſenſe we agree with him, Burt 
he ſaitynot fo, reſpeRing the light within, 

©. His words are general, Importing every effe@ 3, 
if ſo, whether then he doth not invalidate and overthrow 
G. W's, Argument ? | ; 

| A-Thow 


ar - 
< 4 
*&.* - 


& *, 4. Thon muſt not 


_ * 
"TR one, 


i C 4 iſm. 
ſo underſtand IF. Pen, 


c \ "a a Fs 
= © 4 ®, 


*.. 


£4 


© ©: why not ? 

A- Becauſe he owns the light within to be God. 

©. Tf the light withm be God, How ſay you "tis an ; 
effett *- pray inform me from what ' cauſe, God is anl , 
effect. 

A. Thou ſheweſt a cavilling mind. 

9. Ir not this a baffling and ridiculous anſwer ? 

A. *T'islike thy carnal reaſorv may think ſo. 

Q. Will. Pen and G. W. beth pretend to an inf-.l- 
lible Spirit. Are ſuch contradifljons as theſe a De 
monſtration thereof ? 

A. Alas tor thee, thou canſt not underſtand them, 

QO. If you own Pen's ſaying as true, becauſe you think 
it ſerves to diſparage the Scriptures ; And if G. W, 
aſſertion ( which is apparently contradifory ) ſhall alfo 
paſs for a demonſtration with you 3 being urg'd it far 
vorr of that you would have others to believe. Then, 
whetber your reaſons are #0t rather determin'd by your 
opinions, than they proved true by your reaſons ? And 
whither ſuch that can thus blow hot and cold, affirm and 
deny at pleaſure, are to be beeded in their pretences #0 
Infallibility ? 

A. Thou manifeſts a perverſe ſpirit. 

©. Do net ſuch anſwers manifeſt the pride of your 
hearts, that though you agree no: amongſt your ſelves, 
yet you hate tv be told of it, and moſt of all to con» 
feſs it 2 
A. Tis but thy own Imagination to think that we 
differ. | 
O. Fut is there #0 other God but the light within? 
A. We own no other. ; 
© Did this light within create the Heavens and, the 
earth, 
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A. Yea. 

©. Do not: thoſe expoftulatory ph. <02- which 

_ } Godpnts to Job {in the 38, 39, and 40 chapters) prope 
My the comrary ? « 

A. Hcre thou ſheweſt thy vain and buſie mind. 

V. But is this light within the immediate objedt of - 
Divine worſhip ? 

A. Yea. 

O. Is it not Tdolatry to worſhip the light within ? 

A. To call this Idolatry (faith R. Weſft,) is dame 
nable Herelte. 
» O. Doth not this juſtifie that Horrid Ad of James 
Naylor, i# receiving and accepting Holanna with Divine 


k worſhip and honowr, at Briſtol, and all who did Attribuee 

- the ſame to hint ? and alſo tend to lead others to the like 
Arrogancy, Blaſphemy, and Idolatry ? 

A, FEA 

W A. I think not meet to anſwer ſuch enquiries. 

w 2. In what part of mau is this light ſet up ? 

W A. In the ſoul. 


2. What is the ſoul ? 

A+ "Tis a part of God, and of Gods being, ſays 
G, Fox. | 

©, Is not this as much as to ſay, the Soul is God? 

A. Yea. 

O, Do you indeed believe tht Soul is God ? 

A. That which is without Beginning, and Infinite, 
which 1s of God, and returns into God, mult needs 
be God : but ſuch is the Soul. Sce Faxes Great 
Myſtery. | 

2. If the Light be God, and the Soul be God, bow 
ſay you God ſets up a light in the ſoul ? Doth he ſer up 
« light is bimſelf? _ | | 
TY: AWE 


earth, % C. it being proved hat it ſelf is but a ereature® © "8 


_— 66. | "Acaveckils:. . 
> 4 4-Weare Dead to difltinidtions, :; 
—_ "® Ir there but.ofie light in every may ? 

* A Theres Woot Lights Ailthereſtis Darknek, 

The Lightthined im Darkneſs. - :- 

©. But if the Light be ſet up in "the Soul, And 
yer-the Soul is a part of God, what mein you by -tht 
light ſhining in darkteſs ? Is any part of God Dark; 
neſs £ 

w Now thou runft into the Imagination. 

2-Doth the darkneſs. on this tight, or 696 the 
light obey it ſelf ?- 

A. It obeys it ſelf, - 

+ ©, Is:it proper to ſay Gol obeys himſelf. ? 

A. Thou wouldſt have thy carnal- wiſdom (ſatis: 
hed. 

2. But is Ged Superionr, and Tferionr to bins: 

elf £ 

"e A. This isa vain Qaeſuon, and Qaeftioners are 
out of the truth. - ** 

©. Do you believe the Scriptures to be the true fay- 
ings of God ? 

A-. Yea, ſofar as they agree to the Light in me. 

Q_ Haſt thou an in cle Spirit to determine 'what 
1s and what 35 not truth ? 

A. Yea. 

= How ſhall Thnow that ? 

, I witnels it: 

s. Muft I believe thee upon thy own word ? 

A- T would have thee fo to do. 

©. Wert thou never miſtaken about perſons mot 
things? | 

A. This isan enſnaring queſtion. 

A. Did the Primitive Chriſtians uſe ts anſwer thut ? 
A. We 


\ # 
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A Catechiſm. py 
A. We defy Imitation, we are to ſpeak as we o_ 
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moved, 

©. Are the Difates of the Light within of as grtas 
anthority as the Scriptures ? 

A. Yea, and Greater, ſaith G, Whitebead. '4 


2. Do you not then deny the Seriptores to. be "the 
Rule? 


A. Yea, there is nothing i in the Scriptures hat js a 
duty upon mi, or which I: atn blihed: to' obey, bey 


cauls *tis there recorded, faith Ben ry .in 2 


Letter of his. 
ſay you ſo? | 

Þo Me Lt CES to me, I mii 
not receive from any man, or .any thing without 
me, nay not from the Scripture it (elf ; yea''tis the 
Greateſt Errour in the world that ever was invented, 
and the Ground of all Errour to. aftirm., that the 
Scriptures ought to be a Rule to Chriſtians. Thus 
Furley. 

©. Then, whether Abraham's commanding his chil- 
dren, and bouſhold , (yet bighly approved of Gad') 
was 10t rather an argument of pride and- preſumiption 
in him, then of fincerity ? Foraſmueb ( according”. to 
your opinion.) they were nit obliged to receive anty thing 
as 4 command from him ? Gen). 18, 199 --/ 

And whether the Jewes might not ( under #bis pre- 
rence) havy rejefted the whole Law, being given forth 
to them by the hand of Moles ? Joh. I. 17. Luk. 5 34 
2 Ch. 24. 6; 

And whether the men -of Judah, for the like reaſon, 
might not have looked upon themſelves as unconcerned in 
that command of fa; Chr. 14. 4 - 

And to what purpoſe are we exjoyned to obey the 

E 3 that 


%s ! '* l F , ® * . (OEP bo « 2 
4, AG {4 LM &- a Z 3, Lt '# _ OI _ tt bd ROT Ris A '« - ” 
g ar - # Vs Y - # 
" -— BW P i. C » Pug - 6 Fate 
- X Fw Y \= - 
_—: b s 
| A Catech}m. 
. 
. 


them that haverule over us, Heb. 13+ 17- if we mult 
. Teceivenotbing as a ccmmand from arty man or thing 
without ? | 

And whether the Apoſtles did not take too much wpoy 
them, in laying commands upon Chriſtians, and expefing 
their obedience thereunto,- 1 Theſſ. 44 11. 2 Thetl. 31 4, 
I Tim. 4,11. 1 Cor. 14.15. 

A. *Tis like, under thoſe fortner Diſpenſa tions, 
perſons might bz under ſome obligation to obey ſuch 
commands 3 But what is this to us that are under th: 
pureſt Adminiſtration ? 

2. But wberein is your Adminiſtration -purer than 
that whech the Primitive Chriſtians were nuder ? 

A. We witnels it. 

©. Since you own not the Scriptures as a Rule, of 
what uſe are they ? 

A. They are a declaration of the Saints -conditt- 
ONS. 

©. Are they of no farther uſe ? 

A. Not to us, for we are come to the end of the 
Scriptures, ſaith Fox. 

©. Doth that ſpirtt in you teſtifie to the Jame Feſus 
the Scripture doth ? | 

A. Yea, vetiiy- 

©. Is there any other Chriſt beſides the light within ? 

A. Nay. 
©. Is this light within #bat very Chrift the Prophets 
and Apoftles did bear witneſs unto ? 

W Þ (-7 

O. How do you prove that ? 

A' Did cot Foby bear witneſs to the light ? 
OC. Is this the light in everyman t 

A. Yea. 
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9, I this light within, That Chrif which was fas 
ng | of the Virgin, 7 dyed at Fernſalem ? 

A. Thouan art drunk with words. : 
” £ Do you acknowledge that Chrift did dye at ok 
'g rulalem ? 

l, A. Yea, the fleſh of him dyed, but Chriſt which 
was in that fleſh is in every man. 

Q. Is there more Chriſts than.one ? 

A. Chriſt is but one. 

2 o For what end did Chriſt dye? 
A. To bea living example, faith Naylor. 
2. Was that all? 

A. Nay, he did work Redemption for the ſced. 

©. What is this ſeed? 

A: Chriſt is the elect ſeed, faith Naylor. The feed 
15 the hope Chriſt, ſaith Fox, 

QO. Did Chriſt without redeem Chrift within ? 0 
borrible madneſs and folly ! 

A. We ſay tis the ſeed to which the promiſe of 
Redemption is, and which onely wants Redemption, 
faith Naylor. 

O. But was not Chriſt without a meer creature ? 

A. Yea, for I know the Beginning and Date of 
that Chriſt, ſaith Criſp, a Leading Quaker. 

AH Is not this ſeed within God ? 

. Yea, for the promiſe is ( faith Fox) to the 
ſeed which hath been laden asa cart with ſheaves, by 
the {inner. 

9. Tow ſaid before, Chriſt is but one, and now you ſpeak, 
as if there were two, the one God, and the other a creazure 
how ſhall I underſtand thee ? 

A. Indeed thou canft not underſiand. 


©. But how can a creature redeem the Creator ?  . 
E 4 A. I 


p- ” __- "Hf works. 
AT be thicu, art Rillin the ingainetion, 
I Ir this anſwer pertinent ? : - 

A. *'Tis fit tor. thee. 
2b it #ot incredible that a creature ſoould Redeem 
God ? 

A. kndeed thou'cankt not believe, thy mind being 
in the darkneſs and enmity, 

- ©. But caſt thowe give a rational account bereaf ? 

A. Why dcmandeſt thou a rational account ? Ide- 
ny thy reaſon, we witneſs this Redemption. 
©. Canſtthoutell what it 3s vow dojt witneſs ? 

A. Yea. « 

2 Why doft thou not ? 

A. Tis words thou lookft for. 

2. Did the Apoſtles uſe to anſwer thur. 

A. The Spirit is tree, *Tts bke when they were 
moved they might'ipeak. 

- Art not thou moved t#. give account what i Th 

tho ſt witneſs ? 

A. - Not to.thee who art m the envious and dark 
mind.” 

Q. Ir there not deceit in this pretente ? 

A. We deny: deccic, we are in the puts. 

©. Doft thou-ngz give ground #0 ſuſpect deceit ? 

A. Nay, there is that inthee, doth witnel(s to me 
it thou would(it heed it, 
| I confeſs there is that in me that believes thou art 
full of pride, berefie and bypocriſie, is it this thou meaneft 
on bears witneſs 10 thee-? 
I fee thou art a wicked Creature and haſt no- 
g of Godin thee, 

AY If T have nothing, how then bave all men a light 
of 6 ain them. VO 33 


A. Thou 
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D. Doyon believethe ReſurreStion of the dead?; +. 
A. We Writnels it, 


* B. Is there ng; oiÞer ET RErER than wht you 
witneſs ? | 
4. Not 


oy” 


©. Be. plain with. me-, > Deth the Scriptures Me 
they Taeak of Feſus Chriſt, intend only the Light in every. 2 


man, or a perſon without ? 

A. Now thou xualt to meanings, but we ' deny 
meanings. 

2. I know you own meanings + why then areyou ſq 
raſh in ſpeaking thus ? 

A. Thou art -an ye Lyar, -we do deny 
meanings. 

B- The Apoſtle ſaith let your women keep ſilent in | 
the Churches ; Why ſuffer you women to declare. 

A- The woman to be Rlenced is the fleſh, 

Q. Doft not thou give a meaning now , and a 
very ridiculous one ? When you deny meanings. muſt 
not we wnderftand it of true ones, \ſince perverſe and 
falſe - meanings no. people more abound with thas 

. you? | 

A- Thou art a Serpent. 

9. Haththe fleſh a busband ? 

A. Yea: 

Whois it ? 
* The'Devil. ; 
+ The Text ſainb let ber ash ber husband at foms : 
muſt Fbe fleſh be inftrafled by the Devil in the things of 
Religion 

po Alas for thee, I comprehend thee, and (ce chy 

lubtilty.. 
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A Catechiſm. 
« A. Not as we believe, or can give account of. 
£4 Q. Are you then as perfeily bappy as ever you ex- 
5 pe 10 be? 

A. We witneſs perfeQion. 

D. What proof is this to another man ? 

A, Welay, we witnels it : Is not this proof ſuſh- 
cient ? 

Q. But what if Thelieve otherwiſe ? 

A. We ſhall not ſpare to ſtigmatize and condemn 
that perſon that queſtions the truth of our ſayings. 

O. Will this convince me, or any other, of your per- 
feftion? ; 

A. Though it do not, yet thereby we ſhall ren- 
der you fo 3. ha to our Friends, that they will be- 
lieve nothing that is ſpoken by you againſt us.” 

Q. Then may I not conelude, that the Reaſon why 
you ſo freely Rail againſt, and Reproach your oppoſers, 
is onely to ſecure your credit with your own Proſelites ? 

A. I cannotdeny, but that there may be ſomething 
of thatin it. 

Q. Will you he ſo liberal of your revilings, whether 
- your adverſaries give occaſion or no ? 

Fe A. It concerns us to render them as ridiculous as 
: we can, and to make our Friendsbelieve they do no- 
thing but contradi& themſelves ; and if this fail, we 
will infinuate qy way of Queſtion ſomething that 
may be reproachful to. them (which unwary Rea» 
ders will be very apt to take for granted.) But if 
what we do ſuggeſt ſhould be groundlefs, we will 
excuſe our ſelves, by ſaying we did but Qexure whe- 
ther it was ſo or no; thus Whitebead deals with 


Mr. Danſon and others, 
©. But 
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"R A Cateebiſe-.. _ + 
D. But doth not this ſignifie a very diſhoneſt and me- 

licious mind in you ? . 

A. We care not what you think, provided oup 
Friends think not ſo. | 

9. One of your Friends mecting with a perſon that 
bad writ againſt you, tells bim, that if be did wrige, any 
more againſt them thae they would print any thing againſt 
him, that any perſon would report, -be it what it would : 
Is ſuch a pradiiſe, a prod "your perfection ? 

A. Now thou flanderelt us, E. 

2B. Iſlander you not, but can (if need be.) name thy 
Friend that ſaid ſo, and alſo the perſon to whom and pro- 
duce others, that can and will atteſt the truth hereof- 
Doth not ſuch expreſſions bewray a very wicked and bad 
Spirit within ? | 

A. Icannot believe any of our Friends ſaid fo, 

©. Doth not Will. Pen in his Book againſt the Au- 
thor of The Spirit of the Quakers tried, manijift 
gfrat diſpleaſure againſt the man for concealing. bis 
name 3 ſuggeſting, that if he knew it, then probably 
they might bate ſomething t0_ detet him ? And be- 
cauſe he will not be wanting to throw all the dirt 
be can,” ventures to ſtigmatize bim for a Socinian ? 
Doth not this demonſtrate that your skgll lies more in 
imperious, abuſive, and ſcurrilons language ( as all 
your books againſt any that oppoſe you will witneſs) 
than in a rational evincing the irath of what your 
ſelves bold, — or anſwering the Arguments of your 
oppoſers ? | 

A. Whatſozver thou or others may think of our 
Writipgs, we will give it out, that we have both an- 
ſwered and confuted our Adverſaries; and our Friends 
will believe what we ſay in this matter, which 1s 
enough to us. Q. In 
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4 -UHCatechiſm. 

9. Ih as much as- you. believe this bodyſhalt never 

3 riſe again : And that the Sou being part of God, ſhall 

3 retver# into God ; Ts there ahy neceſſity we ſhould cortcern 
F onr ſelves about Religion?  *-© OO 

3 A. I am not free to anſwer thee. | 

by - Q.. But if the Body ſhall not riſe, and the 'Soul return 

3 in God ; will it tot mitceſſarily follow; - that Religion 

zs5 a meer Impoſtare ? 

A. We think notfo': Though we believe this Body 
ſhall never riſe more, 

9D. Doth tot the Apoſtle draw this wery conſe- 
quence :. That if the Dead riſe not, then preaching and 
believing are invain, and what doth it advantage us, 
1 Cor.. 15. ** | 

A. Thon feeſt we do mind Religion, and do 
ſuffer for the ſake thereof, therefore thou maiſt 
think we have ſomething that is an encouragement 
tO nf, 

DB. Bot if this can be nothing reſpefling a futare 
life, for if thou doft well, thy Body can be never the 
better for it, becauſe 'it ſhall never riſe more , And 
if tho doſt ill, thy Soul cannot miſcarry, (being as 
thou ſayſt a part of God,) what then can thy enconrage- 
ment be ? 

A. We have ſafficient encouragement, though 
thou underſtand it not. 

©. Since it is tot the good of the promiſes which ſhall 
be fulfilled to perſons aftey Death, it ntuſt be ſome ouÞtr 
thing, pray what is it ? 

A. We ſay there js a ſced ſhall be faved. 3. 
F 9. Bat if this ſeed be only God, and Chrift,, what 1s 
this to you £ | 
A: 1s 
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A Catechiſm. . 
24. Isnot this ſufficient?” © = + | l bh 
i ©. Why will you not be free, and latins tell 'me I 
what it is, that doth influence and prevail with you 1 
do, and ſuffer as you do? 
" What doli thou think it ſhould be ? 
- Bs May not the ſatisfalion of your wills and lofts, 
the omoting your carnal inzereſt, be your ny motive 
indikement ? ' 
wy We deny the fleſh and'the luſts, chisis hy own 
dark imagination. 
©. May not you live in, and fulfil the hefls of + ha 
fleſh, whilſt you deny it in words ? I am ſerious with 
you, ſince your opiniou denies ary eternal advantage. 
#0 be reaped by perſons after Death, in denying the-Re+ 


ſurretion of this Body , muſt you'n#t then bavere- 0 


[pet only to ſomething to be injyed bere, 65 your an _n 
couragement ? | 
A. We are © above the World, and all its encourage. 
ment. | 

9. Thit : 75--10 other (to me) than a vain boaſt j 
becauſe T am aſſured, no ſort of people whatever do mort- 
eagerly graſp after the world, than you do: Tnſomneb that 
T believe your carnal advantages is one great thing in 
your Eye, in your ſedulous endeavours to augment your 
uumbers \, if I miſtake you, infirm me what it is 1bat 
doth animate you. 

A. Thou feeſt we ſufter in our worldly concerns 
for our principles, how then can this be our 'encou- 
ragement ? 

2. Thengh yu may ſuſtain ſome outward- loſſes, yet 
whether you have not a way to augment your arte 
gains, by loſing ? 

A. Thou manifeſts perverſc and eyil mind, 


2 


"4, 
$ 


+ a : pe — g - «4% 2%. 7 " . & 91 Py oO 
_ A Ws - WS " &e - Ce F " OT > : - = 
- + 4 , 4 Sl : " . : s . Bo F d 
=y 447 LY * "SF \ "_ . o x p- . > . "3 %,- = = : 
Fo by Ve Es "ws. v : ” Y A L F 
1 * - - - 
Es "Wo . _ : = 
- 4% 4s _ 
£4 Ag . ' bd 
x 4 ec 
% _ 
i& o - 
Y% # 
= ” 


Q. If not that, then may uot a diſpoſition t0 be ſin- 
ular, and 'to walk Antipodes to all other men, and to 
noted in the world, as a people of peculiar motions 
and fancies prevail very mach with you, to do and ſuffer 
as you dy ? 
A. We deny diſpofitions, Thou ſuggeſts thy own 
Imaginations. | 
D. Then may not your enmity againſt the perſon, 
miniftry, and inſtitutions of Feſus Chriſt ; and a-' 
gainſt the Scriptures as the Kule, that may you bnt 
prevail with men to Reprobate theſe, you care 
not, (for revenge is ſweet,") what difficulties you 
ſuftain : IT acke you, doth not this influence you very 


much ? 
A. Indeed we do deny the outward Perſon of 


him thou calleſt Chriſt, and allo the Scripture 
as the Rule : we do affirm, that they who expe& 
to be ſaved by that Chrift without, will be dam- 
ned in that Faith 3 therefore we do perſwade all 
men we: converſe with, to acknowledge no othec 
Chriſt, but the light wichin, and do confeſs that the 
ſucceeding of our endeavours herein, is a very great 
encouragement to us, though not al. 

® If net all, and yet you will aot freely' ſpeak out 
what more it ſhould be, whether thcn® you are not 
really afted ani influenced, either by ſome Romifh 
Emiſſaris to inſinuate covertly many of their own 
Herefies, to diſtrat, deform, and difame the Proteſtant 

ofeſfion 3 or elſe hurryed by bim, who is the great 

uemy of God and men, into ſuch traps and precipices, 
wherein he ſeeks to entangle you to your eternal 


Ruine ? 
A. Alas for thee, I ſee thou art in the dark; and 


know'ſ not what thou ſay*R. 
Q: Bn 
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9. But if ( according t0 thy | principles,) all thou © 
, | doſt in, and about that which thox calleſt Religion, 
» | canbe no other than an impoſture, a woful deceiving 
both of thy ſelf and others , would it not be thy 
mercy to ſee this in time, that thow maift eſcape the 
Danger, which inevitably will enſue if thou perſiſt and 
004 
n A- Trouble not thy ſelffor us, we fear nothing. 
©. May not you flatter your ſelves, and @ lye be in 
| your right band, feeding upon aſhes, and a deceived hears 
| turn you aſide for all this? And will not the concluſion of 
walking in the light of your own ſparks be to lye down in 
ſorrow ? 

Wherefore let me intreat thee to take beed bow thou 
giveſt credit t0 the imaginations of thy own heart z and to 
Repent of the Error of thy way, and to be earneſt with 
God toſhew unto thee tbe path of life? 

Be willing to be inſiruGied, oppoſe not ty ſelf to that 
truth be bath revealed in the Holy Scriptures. Put fall 
down under the authority thereof : For who can tell, but 
yet thou mayſt find mercy ? 

And whatever at preſent thou mayſt think or ſay of me; 
T do aſſure thee T have not the leaſt prejudice againſt any 
Perſon among you > my dcfign being only to help you out of 
the ſnare wherein you are intangled, by laying before you 
what your Tenents are, together with their natural Iſſues 
and conſequences. 

In which Thave done my duty. If then you will go on, 
and reſolve to dye by your own bands, wotwitbſtanding all 
tbe means that is uſed to prevent it, 1 muſt ſay, your blood 
be upon your own beads. 
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PT” His Eſſay towards the Diſcovery and detecting 

che Opinions, Hypocrifie, and- Deceit of the 
Duakers, 1hope may beterviceable, not only to'An- 
tidote many againſt the malignant influence of their 


errours, But alſo:tor the recovery of fome already 


taken in their ſnare. ; 
However, be the event and iſſue what it will, In 
this I ſhall have peace, being conſcious to my felt, 
that I have not in any thing miſrepreſented them 3 
Fhe moſi part of what is ſaid being cither what my 
ſelf hath heard from their own mouths | having often 


been concerned in'debates with them; ]-or what is ' 


publiſhed to the world by their approved Leaders. 

One Naher indeed is taken notice of, that ſhould 
not have been concerned in this Dialogue, had I 
not becn therennto neceflitated , from a late pam» 
phlet publiſhed by him, intitled , Damnable Herefie 
' Diſcovered; one of thoſe poſitions he is pleaſed to 
repute fo, you have account of before; Another 
is this, '7is Damnable Hereſie (faith he) to ſay Chriſt 
was not attually exhibited in the 1imes of Moſes , 8c. 

*Tis not deny'd but that Jeſus Chriſt, as media- 
tour , was in purpole and promiſe long before : 


Neither do I in the leaſt queſtion the eternal Deity of 


that Word which in time took Fleſh; But, Though 
this is, and ( by me ) muſt be granted , yet I be- 
heve not, that the Word was then made Fleſh, 


that Chriſt was actually made known as God, in 
Flcſh, 
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Fleſh, according tothe myſtery and intendment- of 
thole types, — Naylor, (one of their own prophets) 
[in his Love to the loſt; printed 1656. pags* 55. tells us, 
* the law- was added becanſe of trangreſſimis, till the 
| © ſeed ſhriild come, of whom it was propbeſied in typ # 
> | © and figures,” which ſeed' is Chriſt. Whatever Naylor 
in.other paſſages may ſuggeſt, ſeemingly repugnant” 
hereunto (for I know *ris almoſt impoſlible for'a 
* | Quaker to ſpeak or. write concerning. Chrilt with- 
' our {elf contradiction) yet Herein he! hath faid* ex; | 
nough to give himſelf or others thelye;' who- ſhall 4 
afficm thac the Lightin Moſes; orin the - Jews, was: ; 
that very Chriſt ſignified by thoſe Types 3 conle-- 
quently then, *Tis no Damnable Hertfie; to fay''that' 
the Me{hiah, as therein' fignifi'd, was''neither: the: 
light in them, nor was then tally exhibited. (3 +! 
But this man (as1 faid before, had'not this oc5? 
cafion been given, ſhould- have becn paſſed" by, as 
unworthy of notice 3 becauſe 1 know tome Quckers 
will be ready to fay,' they- own him not : though” 
why they ſhould not; T'ſee no: reaſon, except It be 
(as we ſay; childrenand fools ſpeak truth) his being 
t00-apt t© blab out what others of them' would have |. 
conceaF'd though it be their own opinions. | 
Itthen, by the accoutit "given in the (Dialogue” 
concerting theſe people; the folly and blaſphemy of 
their Tenents, be and'is fully made manifeſt 5 will it” 
not concern us (as we repe& our eternal weltare )! 
to take heed how we ertdit ſuch Impottors ? | 
I&werettet back rotheir firſt riſe, (which Will” 
J 7:n-contefferh was not long fince, perhaps twenty 
| _—_ we ſhall find the firſt foundation chey laid of 
this their irreligion, "was in' the Devying the Holy 
| 6 Scrip- 


= i, 


pa S # 6 Ye - BS - ">< - 
Fi i; oF. pf 


% © Poſter. | 
Seriptares as a Rule, And the perlon, minifiry, and 
Inſtitutions of Jeſus Chriſt as things without then. 
And the way through which they commenc'd. and] 
artived to that degree of pexteFion they pretend-to, 
was by quakings, foamings at the mouth, with dread» 
ful roariogs and howlings, which was then more com» 
mon with them, when firſt they were known to the 
world. In all which, *tis notorious, they have been 
eminently influenc'd, and acted by him, that bears the 
greateſt 111 will to the Souls of meo, | 
Andin their endeavours to propagate and inſtall © 
theſe their deluſions, they are deeply guilty of mot} y 
wretched deceit and fal{bood, than which, nothing ; 
1s more evident to thoſe who have been concerned 
10 conteſts with them ; infomuch that their greateſt} - 
ſtrength (if I-may fo call ir) lyes chictly in- their | 
Hypocrifie and Equivocations, It any. (whole affe-J | 
ions are not pre-ingaged)) will but ſeriouſly xead 
their own Books, wherein they either pretend to ſtate} | 
their 9wn principles, or anſwer ſuch as have diſpus 
ted agiinti them, they will find their replyes, are 
for the moſt part impertinent and frivolous, or ele 
fjgmatizing and branding their oppoſers. But very 
rarcly laying dewn (as honeſt men would do)'in plain 
and inteNigiblewords their own pofitions and:praving 
them. I (ay, whoever ſhall xead; George Foxes: Great 
Myſtery, and Naylors Love $0 the loſt 3 may find fuck 
plenty uf canting non-ſence, yea, and Blaſphemy; 
will ſufficiently give: thei. fatisfaGion herein, that! 
were they not icommendecd . to -imple-minded-- peos 
ple under the name and- mask- of Chriftan ReligiF 
On, (whereas the Mahometan anay as well be called 
fo) there, would -be no more.danger- of the Back 
of their Books than of the Traſlation of the 
Turkiſh 
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= Furkih Alcoran 'into Engliſh, which I' preſume 
* |. never yet made one Profelyte. Wherefore this wicked 
(though common pretence of theirs in ſpeaking by 
Gf the immediate moviogs of the Spirit of God," ought 
d-J to be matter of trembling and aftoniſhment to us, i © # 
that ever ſuch horrid forgeries ſhould be inticled upon” 
the holy Spirit ; which never did lead any from ] 
Jeſus Chriſt, God-man, - as a perſon without us; 
nor teach any to reje& his inſtitutions; And yet in 
the ſlightiog of theſe, confiſts the High Attainments 
of this people : thovgh herein they excel in nothin 
what a meer ſlaye of theDevil mayand ordinarily dot 
arrive unto, ; 

Was not-Saran' the firſt that ever rais'd diſpute 
againſt an Inſti.ution ? Gen. 3. 1. whol2 Proſelytes 
maſt they then be chat maintain and keep up the 
controverſies ? 

And was God fo ſevere in puniſhing the World: 
for the breach of an inſtitution, and ſhall we eſteem 
them ſuch outward and triviil things, 4s not worthy 
our obſervance 2 was Jeſus Chriſt che Mediator fo 
great a gift ? was the delign of Love and Grace 
thereih fo wonderfull, that the Angels b:held with 
wonder ? Is there ſo many myſteries? ſuchheights 
and depths in that great work of Redemption by 
him? And now muſt all this be reprobated as' a 
thing without us? And that blood which he ſhed, 
no more accounted of than the blood of _ another 
man? And this from the meer Fancy and Imagina- 
- tion of ſomething more perfe& within, ( which 
" Pencalls the univerſal Grace that every man is enducd 
" with) 

Whereas min had this Light within, before. all 
F 2 this 
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1 FEY 82 ” Poſtſcript. | 

# _ this was done and ſuffered by Jeſus Chriſt, to af- 
+”. firm then this meer Light within was, and is /ſufh- | 
cient to bting about this great end, (viz. remiſſion 
of fins, 4nd eternal Salvation as Per faith, ) 15: it not ' 
in <ﬀfc& to ſay the death of Chriſt was vain and-to*: 
no purpoſe ? And' conſequently that. 1t was cruelty * 
in the Father to prepare bim a Body in which he was' 
to fluffer ſuch a needleſs death. _ | 

; *Tis- true the Heathen: Philoſophers did efteem 
this Doctrine of Chriſt crucihed, ( not within as 
Qaakers ridiculouſly talk, but without) tobe" 
tovliſhneſs, they did Arraign this and other great” 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, before this Jucge, 
I mean the Reaſon and Light in them, and paſſed . 
judgment upon them as meer Illufitons and Fancies. * 
Do not the Quakers tread in their ſteps, as if 'they"' 
had been documented and only inttructed by them ?- 
Yea do they not-rej«& the very head of: the'Chri- 
ſiian Religion, and lift up themſelves into an equal 
ſufficiency with the Perſon of Chriſt, and raiſe 'the* 
very : foundations of all true Faith, Hope, and ho-' 
line(s. of life ? Do not ſuch expreſſions as theſe 
(which fometimes Edward Boroughs, and Fr. How» + 
gill, ewo of their chiefs, uttered in the: hearing" of 'a 
credible witneſs now living in London) That Chriſt 
was 4s really in every man, as be was in that fleſb 
which ſuffered at Feruſalem; And that according {to ' 
that great myſtery ot Godlinels, 1 Tim. 3. 16, God 
was maniteſted in their fleſh, and: alſo ot many 0»! 
thers in. our dayes-. Doth - nat: all this- palpably' 
tend to null and, make voyd that'one Meſhah. and. . 
Mediator between God and man, the Man Chrift: 
Jcfus who gave him(elt, &c. | Tt... 
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< Poſtſcript. " UB 'J 
Can any man then (that is not wholly deſtitute 
ot all true reaſon and light) believe, that- theſe arc 


ſuch-an Innocent and perfect” people, (as they. give 


out. themſelves to be ) unleſs. it be, . that they. are-the 


more. perfe&ly the Children of the evil. one, than 
they . were before. 'they imbibed or drumk in_ theſe 


Errors ?.. Yea, ' is not the Scripture, - (which they ſo 
much undervalue ):minently verified in them,in being 
given up to the ethicacy of deluſions to believe lyes,&c.: - 

And foraſmuch as they abound with clamours, 
againſt the fundamental principles of Chriſtianity, 
becauſe of the weakneſſes and imperfeCtions which 
appear in many that profeſs th: fame let it be ad- - 


. mitted that ſuch imperfe&ions there are. Is there: 


no way to witneſs againſt theſe than by DREMEg 
Religion it (elf > Muſt Jeſus Chriſt in his perſon a 

offces,and muſt the Holy Scriptures as the Rule be xc= 
probated for the faults of them that pretend to them ? 

Can, or dare the Quakers fay, there is nothing 
of imperfection and- immortality amongft them ? I 
am ſure they are as guilty as any people whatever; 
then ought their way much more to be rejected for; 
this very reaſon : whereto then doth their bitter In+ 
veQives againſ the Scriptures, and their contemptible. 
and fcorntul ſpeeches againſ the perſon of Chriſt with» 
out them tend, but to Irreligion and Atheiſm ? 

Yet that this their Error may. not want ſome co- 
lour to give it a better complexion, ' their pretences to 
an infallible Spirit and Teacher within them, is of 
ſome uſe. Though of this they give us no other 
then their own words 3,and they will (Pope-like) be 
jadge-1n their 'own caſe ; and would have our taith 
reſolved into the Authority of their lying pretences, 
What other tmport. can be in thoſe Didates of that 

"TY Man 
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EF... Poſtſcript, 
Man of words, IF. Pen, in the ſecotid patt of the Apo- 
| logy, pag. 138. Methinks (faith he) This our de- 

monſftration ſhould ſatiifie all, (vit-) When neither 
Man, wor Scriptures are near us, yet there contimeal- 
ly attends us that Spirit that immediately informs 
us of our words, thoughts and deeds ; and gives us 
true direftions what to do, and what to ledve undone. 
Were not this man tranſported with” pride and error, 
beyand all bounds of modeſiy and ſobriety, he could 
never imagine that theſe vain boaſts of his ſhould paſs 
for a demonſtration, eſpecially fince he hath bewrayed 
fo much Arrogancy, Error, and bitternels of Spirit 
i that very Book, as may fatisfie any mans reaſon 
to the contrary. 

And though he is pleaſed to acquaint us. Pag,119. 
320. That it is their faith, that ſo glorious @ vi 
fron ſince the primitive days hath not bappened to any, 
as tows (Quakers) in our day; contelting their ap- 
pearance hath not been long, perhaps twenty years 
whence he (boldly) concludes, they are the Apoſto- 
lith and Catbolick Chriſtians. But what if this faith 
be but a fancy, and this concluſion a meer felf flat- 
ering delufjon ? For ſo I beheve; yet fince he is ſope- 
ſy to conclude thus : I would propoſe whether 
hoſe perfons the Papilis call by the name of Set. 
Bridget, St. Katherine, Mother Juliana, St. Fran- 
cis, and Tpnatius Loyols, coald not havefaid as much 
as all this amounts ro, who under the pretence of m- 
ſpirations and viſions, founded ſeveral orders and 
Sects in the Romiſh Church, . 

If the Puzkers ſhall ſay the event proved theſe 
to be impottures 3 even fo ſay I, hath their pretended 
vifttons and inſpirations been -palpably manifetted ta 
be no other than meer impoſtures and iYations, 
| therefore 
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therefore we muſi have other demonſixations than . *: 
W. Pens bare words, before we ſhall think our ſelves * 
concerned to believe him ; Notwithſtanding he proxy 
feſſeth, Pag. 82, That the Quakers have 's meaſure 
of the ſame anointing the Apefiles had : And that 
they are the men that have fulfilled the Evangelical 
teachmg 3 ( if you have fulfilled it, then there, is no 
more teaching to be) Therefore do poſitively declare to 
all the world, that they are become the able miniſters 
of the everlaſting Goſpels, t2 proclaim the acceptable 
day of the Ld: That as many as believe 1be wniverſal 
grace, with which God. hath enducd them, and de - 
obey the ſame, ſhould bave remiſſion of ſins, and eternal 
alvation. 

- But what if I doubt whether. this be the Goſpel 
which the Apoſtles preached; yet whether it be io 
or no, Or whether the Quakers be luch able miniſters, 
(as he fondly dreams) I have no other demonſtras 
tion either of the one or other than this; #. Pex pro» 
feſſeth, and poſitively declares it is ſo, and fo» Cer- 
tainly he extreamly forgets hirmſelf, and thinks be 
hath only a Company of filly @«akyrs to deal. wich3 
with whom ſuch confident Dictates are eſteemed 4$ 
Oracles. But I do appeal to any ſober and judicious 
Perfory whether there be any thing in theſe words ck 
I Pen, that looks like a demonſtration ? | 

If then I.Pen beſo intoxicated with pride,and ele- 
vated tn his own conceit of himſelf,as to conceive that 
as ſoon as he is pleaſed to ſignifie his mind, in a few 


tinckling and ridiculous words, that we mult pre= © 7 


ſencly fall down under the Authority thereot 3 L 
would therefore ask him, and that moſtly in his - 
Friend Whiteheads words 3 whether he thinks any in* 2 
genious Reader will thus be impoſed upon,and abuſedy 7 

| F 4 as .;: 
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. _ as to believe ſuch* things; ' and receive them "from. 
the meer Say-ſo of ſuch an” Arrogant © and conceited 
man. 

Since-then the world hath been ſufficiently cheat- 
ed and abuſed with pretenders of this kind : | Twill 
be our wiſdome to- be' deaf to the ſuggeſtions of 
theſe ſort of men, who notwithſtanding their own 
boatts, Do by their Meetings, writing Books, and 
eftecming only ſome | amongſt | them to'be of the 
Miniſiry, proclaim to the world the falſhood and 
inlufficiency of Mr. Pens pretended De<monſtra- 
tions, * IT. 

Let me then' intreat the (Reader) to take heed 
thou be not frighted from th: holy Scriptures by 
the clamorous outeries of this people againſt them, 
who are ready to'lay, Ir the Bible thy God ? Is not the 
Light and Spirit more able "to teach and inflrutt thee ? 
Whagis the meaning of theſe and ſach like Quefti- 
ons But this, that the Spirit which Ads and Rules 
Th the Dakers, i5 not the ſame which' gave forth 
the Scripcures,- unleſs we muſt ſuppoſe- (which 
we "dare not?) that"'the Spirit is an Enemy*to' it 


felf, | 


8 "NAP herefore throw not off the Rale, which is the 
-—- chief thing theſe deluded men defign, that they 


may have you at their mercy to obtrude upon you 
every lying Fancy under the notion of ſome imme- 
diate Rev<lation, as many have had but two fad cx+ 
perience of, 

Tis accounted (and that juſtly) a wicked piece 
ef policy in the Papilts ts keep people from the 
Scriptures, becauſe ſhould they be allowed to con- 
fuit thoſe ſacred Records, they know their fall 
e |  .. hoody 
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hoods-and cheats would ſoon | be- difcovered and 
deteed. Is there not much- of this Deviliſh policy 
in the @uakers eager inveighing againſt the Scrip- 
eures, who that they may more cff:Qually prevail, 
Firſt, perſwade us to throw afide this Sword of the 
Spirit, that we may not have wherewith cither to de> 
fend our ſelves or offend them. al 

Fusthermore when they ſhall ask (for *tjs a que- 
ſtion frequently propounded by . them._) Do; yos- 
think to be ſaved by that Chriſt which dyed [at - Jc- 
ruſalem, by that carnal blood which was: ſhed 
there. , of which (as one of them ſaid.) if thou hadff 
thy Aproa full, what would it auail thee, and as 
another of them contemptuonſly, didft ever. ſee any of 
the blood of Chriſt, or canft thou tell where any of "it 
2s ? 

Oh let not ſuch Blaſphemy as this influence thee to 
the leaſt diſreped to, or undervaluing thoughts cicher 
of that perſon or blood. NT EARENG 

Though thou oughteſt not to reſt {atished- with . 
meer general Notions of Chrift and his ſufferings3 
But by faith look at the ſpecial deſign, and intend» 
ment of that great undertaking of Jeſus. Chriſt. as. 
Mediator, that thou mayſt experience the'effetudl . 
{prinklings and applications of the virtue of his blood 
upon thee. ; 

Buc then. beware left under the pretence of this 
inward experimental knowledge |} Thou oppu 
not what was done by Chriſt without thee. For, as 


+ ofold, it was not the living Bird, fiyſop, nor. Scarlet 


wool that could heal the. leper, but all theſe dipt 
inthe blood of the dead bird, Levit- 14-6, 7, There- 
fore acknowledge all. chat /is ſayingly. wrought. in 
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thee, to be the application of the Fruit and Virtue 


of Cliriſt dying for thee : Keep up then the Harmos . 


ny between the work of Chriſt without thee, and 
the work of the Spirit within thee. For as what the 
Father did in the eternal Councels of his Will, was not 
to prevent or render uſeleſs the undertakings of Je- 
ſus Chriſt as Mediator and Surety z Nor what 
Chriſt hath done and ſuffered wichout us, was not 
to render the Spirit inſigniticant, and of no uſe as 
to its workings in and upon the Souls of men : $6 
neither cant that which the Spirit doth in us, make 
void 4nd of none effe& the work cf Chriſt without 
us. Since then there is fach a common conjundtion 
and agreement between Father, Son and Spirit, in, 
and about this grand concern of our eternal welfare 3 
it cannot then be believed that the Spirits work in 
us is to degrade, but indeed to advance the Lord 
Chriſt both in his perſon and offices. . Therefore fatth 
Chrift, He ſpall glorifie me, Joh. 16. 14. 

Thus I have contributed my mite towards the 
deteQing of this people, than whom no greater ene- 
mics (I believe) to the Chriſtian Religion ever 


ſprang up in the world, the native and dire& ten- ' 


ency of their Tenents being to make void that one 
Saviour and Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, and conſequent- 


ly to reduce us to meer Paganiſme. A Religion ( if © 


I may fo call it) oppofing it ſelf to that eſtabliſhed 
way: which God hath revealed in the holy Scrip- 
tures, for the bringing perſons to eternal life; there+ 
fore it will concern us to take heed, that we be not 
(through their flattering infinuation) beguil'd from 
the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, endeavouring to have 
our judgments ſtabliſhed in thoſe principles which 

are 
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are according unto godlineſs, that we may grow tp ... 
into more heck ra wich, and cnnformity to | 

Lord Jeſs. To this end let us be converſant wich 
the Scriptures ; Reverence its Authority, cheriſh- 
ing a ſincere love to the whole truth thetein reveal 
cd, maintaining a holynegle& of ſtrange opinions, 
which gender nothing but firife, and putt up only 
with Air and Wind., By this means may we elcape 
that ſnare, wherein Satan (by theſe poor deluded 
creatures) ſeeks to intrap. us to our everlaſting ruine. 
2 Joh, 9. 10, 11, Whoſcever tranſgreſſeth and abj- 
deth not in the Dodrine of Chrift hath not God. If 
there come atty unto you, and bring uot tbis Dotltine, 
receive him not into your houſe, ntither bid him God ſpeed: 
For he that biddeth bim God- ſpeed, is partaker of bis evil 
dieds; ſeeing then you know theſe things, bewvare left 


you being led away by the error of the wicked, fall from 
your own ſtedfaſtueſs, but grow in grace and inthe know 


ledge of our Lord and $ avionr Feſus Chriſt. To bim be glo- 
ry both now and ever, Amen. | 


96 © Poſtſcript. 

3 T the-9«zkers (hall hereunto return that common. 
- anſwer, which they have alwayes ready at hand, 
( viz ) That they are lyes and ſlanders,or thatTI am an 
cevious and rayling Man. To the firlt, I (hall not. 
thiok my fclf concernd to give any reply 3 becauſe I - 
am fully ſatisfied 4n*the truth of what 1s" related 

concerning them. And ſecondly, it is no new thing, 
with them to give the lye to another,though he repeat 
only their own words : For whien they | perceive any 
. thipg that hath dropped from them,may be improved 
to render them obnoxious to juſt cenſure, they will 
then firaiy courtefie.and boldly.afſume this liberty to 
faſten the lyc upon it z which renders them to me a' 
people miſerably left,not only to believe,but tro make 
lyes their refuge, 

Bat whiiſt they ſolace themſelves with ſuch imper- 
tinent and unworthy replies : It would not be amiſs 
for them to remember, that a. Day is haftning where- 
4a all the hidden things of diſhoneſty ſhall be made 
manifeſt, and brought to light :. Then it (hall be 
known whether thele things be true or not 

In the mean tirne, fince they are fo bold and wick- 
ed, 2sto affert ſuch perillous notions and fancies, yet 
I cannot fee how it doth in any wife become them 
to be angry with me, or any other that ſhall en- 
deavour to dere them ; eſpecially if it do and will 
appear, that my ſelf and other, have herein aced 
according to that light within us. Therefore the 
Drakers would do well to take Wit in their anger, 
and confider ferioufly whether to cenfure or condemn 
me or others for thus doing, be not to paſs judgment 
upon their own avowed principle ; which is that eve- 
ry man ought to obey the light within bim. Can an 
inftance be produced of any perſon, or perſons of 

known 
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know integrity, that ever perſwaded others to that © 
they accounted duty 3 That yet have ſiigmatized and 
an | loaded with reproaches, them who ſhould fo de. 
ot "It is true indeed the Devil (that great Seducer and. 
eI # Accuſer) doth prompt to many things, and after-/ 
ed | wards upraid and accuſe if thoſe things to be done -* 
ng | whetherthen the Quakers do not herein imitate-the 
at | Devil, and approve themſelves exceeding vile - and” 
ny wicked: For eitherit is our duty to walk up to the lighe: 
2d we have, or it is not? If not, why do the @uakers preſs” - 
ml it ? If it be? Why do they judge and Condemn for 
O it ? But'it may be they will ſay, it is not according to 
a | theirlight? That is nothing to me, I am not to-do 
C what the light in them, but what the light in my felf 
dire&s me. And herein is my comfort 3 that what T' 
= have done in this matter, the light in me dotly not 
s reprove or condemn me tor it. | 6 
To the other (viz) that I am an envious and + 7 
e rayling Man : And why ſo? Traly I know no other ..? 


- reaſon then this: I told G I. he was a Knavez. 
wherefore I did then, and do till fo eſteem him 3: 
- you have an account before. I would know of 
| G. W. which of the two he reckons moſt Criminal : * 
| He that really is falſe and diſhoneft, or him that only 


puts Him in mind what he is, And I would ask him, 

| (fince he looks upon this (o great an affront) whether” 

. 1 hedid neveratany time, (fince he hath pretended'to* 
infallibility and perfeftion) let drop any words that . 
have had the like import and ſignificancy with this ap-i 

' plied to him. Bat if he remember not, (tor Lknow 

Duakers are very apt to forget their faults.) that net+ 

mer he himſclf, nor any of his approved triends wers* 

ever guilty in this kind, I ſhall for the help of his*aies" 
mory. give him a-tew inſtances, thoveh multicudes' 

might 'cafily be produced. ; 2, D» 
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1-Doth not that @«aker who wrote that book called - 
the lying wonder, page 9. endeayour to faſten theſe | 
terms ot Fool and Knave upon F. G ? 

2. Doth not George Fox, {their great prophet) in 
his Myſtery, pag+ 115. Call- bis oppoſers idle Fel- 
lows, wich many other ſcurrillous texms ? F 

3. . Doth not G. Whitehead in his Apology pag. 1: 
repreſent T. I. as a malicious bungliag Butcher, and in 
p:g-70.theDevills Lawyer,and in pag-2.call FohnBun- 
nyan, Bunnyan the Tinker, an envious rayling man : 
Thanwhich what can be a more {corntuland invedctive 
ſpecch ? theſe fireams ſufficiently bewray the Feurt:in, 

4- Doth not I. Pen that confident Dictator(in the 
ſecond part of the aforeſaid Apology, pag. 150.) Re- 
ply, - O wretched Impudence, could any but a Prieſt, 
brazened with rage and folly, ever pronounce (uch..a 
lye? When yet that to which Pex thus replies, is 
ſuch a matter of Fa, that thouſands can bare witneſs 
to the truth of it: Yea, Pex propounds the quelizon,who 
hath reviled moſt, the @zakers or T. I. which implys 
that they have reviled,though he thinks not ſo much: 
It {o? May not any indifferent and unbyaſſed perſon, 
conclude that I. Pen, (to ute his own words) is bra- 
zened with impudence, rage, and folly in thus an- 
fwering z ſince it is ſo notorious, that not only \rayl- 
Ings and revilings, but curſings have been the prime 
Arguments the Quakers have made uſe of = - 

Again, doth not this Man of words, pag. 156. (in 
juſtification of Naylors Blaſphemy and raylings a- 
gain(i ſuch as oppoſed his Errors) tell us, that hae 
#bey (meaning Naylors rayling words,) been er 
thouſand times more ſharp and ſignzficaut againſt that 
curſed ftock of Hirelings, (as he is pleaſed to call 
fome tarr lels deſerving it, than George F ow 


| 2nd 1 would ſay (faith Ven.) wot enough, but that there» 
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verence 1 bear 10 the boly Spirit, dotb oblige me to acqut- 
efce in whatever be ſhall mer, through any prophet or 
ſervant of the Lard. | 
I propoſe theſe queſtions to conſideration, from 
what Pen hath here <xpreſſed, 1. Whether he dothnot 
intitle all Naylors Blaſphemy and rayling, where 
with he was charged, upon the holy Spirit ? 2. And 
whether he doth not openly confels, that Naylor was, 
and himſelf is, at a loſs for words, fully to fignifie that 
venom and malignity of their hearts againſt their op- 
poſers ? 3. Whether this may not be (ufficicnt warns 
ing to all ſober perſons, to dread the opinions of - the 
Quakers, fince;we fee to what a height of xages 
profanenels, and blaſphemy, they do-precipitatemen' 
19to ? | | 
But it is moze than probable, this felt opipionated. 
man, (together with other of his approved friends, ) 
may think they have a diſpenſation to-ſay any thing: 
right or wrong againſt any that fland in their way- 
Throw dirt enough, (as a Politician faid,) be ſure 
ſome will fiick, otherwiſe how can it be conceived' 
that I. Pen, (a man pretending to ſo much reaſon) 
ſhould have been ſo raſh and inconfiderate,not only to' 
whiſper, but to print and publiſh it to the World, That 
the Presbyterians and Independents Breath alwayes 
flinks of ſcurrility and perſecution, pag-. 150,- 4n_the 
aforeſaid Apology z when yet it is beyond any juſt de- 
nyal,that frequently they do exhort and perſwade the 
people they ſpeak nnto, to believe in, and cloſe with. 
Jeſus Chriſt as he is revealed, upon thoſe terms the 
Goſpel propounds it him : And that they give all dili- 
gence about thoſe things that reſpeR their eternal oak 
are 
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fare: That they live ſobcrly, righteouſly, and godly,” |. 
in this preſent evil world. p 
Can any man (char hath not firſt offcred-the great-' Þ 
, eſt violence. to his reaſon and light) believe that ſuch” } = 
breath as this is, ſtinks of ſcurrility. * I do therefore. | 
ppeal from illiamPtx in his rage and fury, to him- | 
Gif in 2 compoſed temper of mind, wherher this 
breath of his doth not ſtink, beth-of ſcurrility and 
wilfull lying. ny | 
To conclude, whether to call men Devils Serpents, 
Does, Beaſts, Belly-Gods, Impudent Lyers, &c. 
Which kind of expreſſions do ſo much abound with | 
this people, that it ſeems to be their natural DialeQ. | 
F quere whether ſuch ſpeeches as theſe, are unconcer- 
ned in the guilt of rayling andreviling: If rot, whether 
it would not be more becoming the Qzzhers firſt, to 
pluck out the Beam that is in their own Eyes, betore 
they quarrel with others for the Mote in theirs, 


